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Act Now for MacPro Trade-Ups! 



Time’s running out to trade in your old G3, G4 or G5 
on a brand new 4 core or 8 core Intel Mac Pro. 

1. Trade-in prices on older Macs (G3, G4, G5) will drop 
further soon, as they can’t run the new Mac OS 10.6. 

2. The 10% - 50% investment allowance tax breaks for 
new computer equipment ends soon. (Dec 09) 

Call Designwyse now, for big Trade-Up savings! 


Trade-Up to a new Mac Pro 2.66 6Hz 4 Core 3C& Ram 


Mac Pro 




<# Core 
Intel 


New Mac Pro 2.66 GHz, 4 Core, 3GB Ram, 640GB HD,18x double-layer 
SuperDrive, NVIDIA GeForce GT 120 with 512M, Keyboard, Mouse, OSX 10.6, 
iLife. RRP $4,499 # Add 3yr AppleCare Protection Plan Warranty, only $295. 

From any working Power Mac G5 2.3GHz or higher....$3,899 Save $600* 

From any working Power Mac G5 1.6GHz to 2GHz.$3,999 Save $500* 

From any working Power Mac G3 or G4 tower.$4,099 Save $400* 


Extra Options 


_ Increase RAM to a Total of 6GB (3 x 2GB) - Add $290 

AppleCare 3yr $295 - Save $124 Apple 24” LED Cinema Display - Add $1,395, save $104 



Trade-Up to a new Mac Pro 2.26 6Hz 8 Core 6C& Ram 


New Mac Pro 2.26 GHz, 8 Core (two quad core), 6GB Ram, 640GB HD, 

18x double-layer SuperDrive, NVIDIA GeForce GT 120 with 512M, Keyboard, 
Mouse, OSX 10.6, iLife. RRP $5,899 # Add 3yr AppleCare Warranty, only $295. 

From any working Power Mac G5 2.3GHz or higher....$5,199 Save $700* 

From any working Power Mac G51.6GHz to 2GHz.$5,299 Save $600* 

From any working Power Mac G3 or G4 tower.$5,399 Save $500* 


Extra Options 


Increase RAM to a Total of 12GB (6 x 2GB) - Add $560 
AppleCare 3yr $295 - Save $124 Apple 24” LED Cinema Display - Add $1,395, save $104 


I7i$pl&y$ - Add Oh display Options 

Inc Gst 


Apple 24” Cinema Display (1920 x 1600) Add... 
Apple 30” Cinema Display (2560 x 1600) Add .. 

111 immwm ■■■■■■I 

...$1,395 

...$2,680 

save $104 

save $118 

—-- * 


/ 

Authorised Reseller 

Visa - No Surcharge Amex - Add 2% 
MCard - No Surcharge Diners - Add 2% 


All prices include Gst. # RRP Based on Apple’s webstore price. * Savings based on Trade-Up price compared to Apple’s webstore price without a 
Trade in. Prices subject to change without notice. E&OE. Available for a limited time only. Payment by Cash, Credit Card, EFT, or Finance. All trade-in units 
are checked and must be in good working order, with keyboard, mouse & cables or an adjusted trade-up price will apply. Data transfer and setup service 
is available from $195. Low priced delivery Australia Wide. 


Ph (03) 9554 6000 FreeCall 1800 334 684 

1 Fairbome Way Keysborough VIC sales@designwyse.com.au WWW.designwyse.COITI.au 


Designwyse 

Professional Computer Solutions 





































We’ve built up a Special Fuji 
Xerox Offer that’s Hotter 
than a Jalapeno Chilli on fire! 



$ 1*199 incest 

RRP-£h499‘save $300 



So, wait no longer, save huge dollars by upgrading 
your hungry office inkjet or slow old B&W laser to a 
state of the art, Fuji Xerox high quality colour laser 
printer for only $1,199 inc gst. Low cost delivery. 


Includes all 3 Extra Offers below: 






For more info, call or email 
sales@designwyse.com.au 


fuji xerox 

Authorised Reseller 


Free Upgrade to 
1.25 GB RAM 
Worth $739 RRP 

As per Xerox Price List July 2009 

5 times the standard RAM! 

$450 Free Toner 
with a trade-in* 

Trade In any networkable 
laser printer, and receive up 
to $450 worth of free toner* 
ie (2 std yield colour toners) 

Claimed online directly from Xerox 
PLUS ... 

Order a 2nd set of standard 
yield CMYK toners at time 
of purchase for only $299. 

Free Entry info an 
iPhone 3Gs 16GB 
Prize Draw # 

Note: Exclusive to Designwyse. 
Unlocked Phone worth $879. 

One entry per Fuji Xerox 
DPC3300 or Fuji Xerox A3 Colour 
Laser printer, purchased 
between 1/10/09, and 11/12/09.* 

NOTE: If you are feeding an inkjet 
printer one set of inks a month, this 
Fuji Xerox DPC3300 colour laser 
printer could pay for itself within 
months. * High yield DPC3300 
toners give you 9,000 colour or 
black pages of printing. 


Prices subject to change without notice. E&OE. #The iPhone 3Gs 16GB 

Prize will be drawn Friday 11th December 2009. The winner will be notified by email and 

telephone and the name will be published in public notices in the Herald Sun on 14th December 09. 


Ph (03) 9554 6000 FreeCall 1800 334 684 

1 Fairborne Way Keysborough VIC sales@designwyse.com.au WWW.designwyse.COrTI.au 


Designwyse 

Professional Computer Solutions 































,€HL Other WorM Computing 815.338.8685 

Serving the Mat Universe since 1988 WWW.maCSaleS.OOm 


All prices 
quoted in US 
dollars. 


Why buy from OWC? We don't just sell it, we tell you how to install and use it. 

© O 5 


V—-> ^ a V Free online "Do-It-Yourself" 

videos for easy installation. 

Live Chat support... Extremely fast delivery Expert installation services Free lifetime Check out our new page! 

even on weekends. at a reasonable cost. with fast turnaround. technical support. www.macsales.com/installvideos 

High Capacity Storage Available with FireWire 800, FireWire 400, USB 2.0, and/or eSATA 

www.macsales.com/firewire i 


9.0"x2.9"x5.3" 


\Year 

Solution 

Warranty 
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Mouse not included. 


9.65"x5.3rx6.96 


OWC® Mercury 
On-The-Go Pro™ 
Portable Solutions 

Bus powered and up to 
1.0TB 7200RPM in your 
pocket from $62.99 


OWC Mercury Elite-AL Pro™ 

High-performance storage for 
a multitude of needs 
Dual Solution Up to 4.0TB from $ 179.99 
Single Solution Up to 2.0TB from $74.99 
mini Solution Up to 1.0TB from $62.99 


OWC Mercury 
Elite-AL Pro 
Qx2™ Hardware 
RAID 4-Bay 

for up to 8.0TB 
from $529.99 


NewerTech Guardian 
Kimimus® Plug 
and Play RAID-1 
Redundant Solution 

Up to 2.0TB + 2.0TB 
from $227.99 


All OWC & NewerTech configured external drive solutions come ready to 

Plug and Play with all interface connection cables, include full versions of , - P ?P. S 9. F .T 

Intech® HD Speedtools™, NovaStor NovaBACKUP, Prosoft Data Backup 3, 

and Carbon Copy Cloner, and are Leopard® Time Machine™ ready. 


Easiest Way to Dock and Access 

Hard Drives at Will />> neujertechnolagyf 


NewerTech UuoOuDflStack® 
High-Performance Storage 

Up to 2.0TB from $94.99 + with 
built in USB 2.0 and FireWire® 
800/400 hubs for the ultimate 
multimedia center 

Prosoft Drive Genius v2.x reg. price $99.99 

Maintain, Manage, Optimize & Repair your Hard Drives. 

Prosoft Data Rescue III reg. price $84.99 

The best data recovery software for the Mac platform. 


Build your own drive! g Efgl fffl 

To see a full selection of kits, visit: www.macsales.com/enclosures 



www.macsales.com/voyager 

NewerTech® Voyager™ 

SATA I/ll hard drive docking solutions support 
all 2.5" & 3.5" hard drives up to 2.0TB! 


Data Access Now Made Simple! 

Plug and Play, Hot Swap, and 
add a new drive at anytime. 
Offers flash memory card like 
ease of use, but with huge 
capacity gains. 


0GB 'Add your own hard 
drive' kits available 
from $19*99 

























































NEW...LOWER shipping rates! 

Orders ship from USA with extremely competitive shipping rates. 



Customer Quote CORNER 

"With an enormous product line and great service, I 
highly recommend your company to other 
Mac owners in Australia." 

- Michael B. 


More Memory = Faster Mac 

www.macsales.com/memory 

Apple® Mac® Pro XEON™ - Max Any Model Up To 32GB!* 

As low as... - 

Get the right memory for any 2006/2007/2008 model 


SAVINGS 
up to 

79% 

vs factory! 



*Up to 8GB for March 2009 
Quad-Core Model 


4GB Kit 

(2GB Modules x 2) 

$119.99 

Upgrade: 


8GB Kit 

(2GB Modules x 4) 

$239.97 


32GB Kit 

(4GB Modules x 8) 

$899.99 


• 667MHz & 
800MHz 


• 2.0GHz, 2.66GHz, 2.8GHz, 3.0GHz, and 3.2GHz 
Quad-Core, Quad Core x 2 (8-Core) all models 


Memory for the March/2009 'Nehalem' models 

8GB Matched Set 16GB Matched Set 32GB Matched Set 

(2GB Modules x 4) (2GB Modules x 8) (4GB Modules x 8) 

$217.99 $429.99 $1247.99 

Also available: 6GB, 12GB, & 24GB Kits 

Upgrade: 


• Quad-Core 2.66GHz/2.93GHz; 
8-Core 2.26GHz/2.66GHz/2.93GHz 




Full Retail Version 


ONLY $119.99 

Microsoft Office 2008 for Macintosh 

Includes Excel, Word, Entourage, and PowerPoint with 
Licenses allowing up to 3 simultaneous users. See other 
software specials atwww.macsales.com/software 

OWC installation videos show 
you how to unleash the full 
potential of your Mac. 

www.macsales.com/installvideos 



Memory for iMac®, MacBook®, MacBook Pro, 
Mac mini (Intel) 


"That’s a great deal!" (Sj%g£) 
- Dave Hamilton, Mac Observer 


Find what you need to max your Mac's 
performance in 3 easy clicks with our on-line 
memory configurator! 

www.macsales.com/MyOWC 




Conservation & Recycling 
for a greener tomorrow 


All OWC memory meets or exceeds manufacturer specifications for maximum quality assurance, 
but at the independent prices you can afford. Plus, you receive the industry-leading Lifetime 
Advance Replacement Warranty and award-winning US-based customer support. 


Your Online Mac Upgrade Center 

Internal Hard Drives 


We Have The Right 
Memory For Your Mac 

From 68020 to PPC to Intel®, from 
Classic to Pro — OWC has the right 
memory for any Mac upgrade! 


www.macsales.com/harddrive 


LAPTOP DRIVES— 

Hitachi®, Seagate®, Toshiba®, Western Digital' 

2.5" Serial ATA, IDE/ATA from 80GB to 500GB 


500GB 5400RPM Hitachi 5K500.B 

now $92.99 


750GB 5200RPM Western Digital 

now $ 184.99 


SSD Drives - Now Available! 


-DESKTOP DRIVES 

Hitachi, Seagate, Western Digital 

3.5" Serial ATA, IDE/ATA from 80GB to 2.0TB 


500GB Hitachi 7200RPM 
3.5" SATA II 

now $59.99 


1.0TB Seagate 7200RPM 
3.5" SATA II 

now $99.97 


2.0TB Hitachi 
7200RPM 32MB 

now $214.99 


NEW! On-site Wind Turbine! 

100% alternative energy source! 
Visit www.macsales.com/turbine 


Learn more about OWC's new 
headquarters. 


http://www.macsales.com/GREEN raM 


NewerTech, NewerTech arrow logo, Guardian MAXimus, and miniStack are registered trademarks and Voyager and the Newer Technology, Inc. logo are trademarks of Newer Technology, 
Inc. OWC and OWC logo are registered trademarks and Mercury On-The-Go Pro, Mercury Elite-AL Pro, Mercury Elite-AL Pro Qx2, and Other World Computing are trademarks of Other World 
Computing. Other marks may be the trademark or registered trademark property of their owners. Prices, specifications, and availability are subject to change without notice. 

































Mv Mac ~ Sydney 

/ Bondi Junction, NSW, 2022 

T. (02) 8383 1600 
F. (02) 9386 9381 

Visit our new webstore at store.mymac.com.au www.mymac.com.au 


My Mac Melbourne 

172 - 192 Flinders St 
Melbourne, VIC, 3000 
T. (03) 9662 9666 
F. (03) 9662 9855 
www.mymac.com.au 
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iSkin Revo 2 iSkin Vibes for nano 4G iSkin Groove Pack 

$59.95 $39.95 From $54.95 



Cerulean FI Cerulean XI Cerulean XLR 

$149.95 $149.95 $49.95 



RocPro 225 
3.5" USB 
1TB, 1.5TB 
From $249.95 



RocPro 850 RocPort ID3 

3.5" eSATA, FW, USB USB Mobile (Pocket) HD 
1TB, 1.5TB, 2.0TB 320GB and 500GB 

From $299.95 From $ 169.95 


7 T 


The AIRHAWK A3 The AIRHAWK A9 RocPort ID9 

320 GB Mobile (Pocket) HD FW 800, FW 400 and FW800, FW400 - USB 

with USB port USB Ports 320GB and 500GB 

$169.95 From $249.95 From $239.95 


iPods. 

Enjoy an iPod from $129.00. 




Get Your Copy Of Mac OS X Snow Leopard From $39.00 


Mac OS X Snow Leopard is an even more powerful and refined version of the world's most 
advanced operating system. In ways big and small, it gets faster, more reliable, and easier 
to use. It offers hundreds of enhancements, 


out-of-the-box support for Microsoft 



Mac OSX Snow Leopard 


Exchange, and new core technologies that 
take advantage of the powerful 
hardware in every Mac. 


MjeBookPre 



















CAMCORDER 
BUYER’S Gr 


So wfuch camccrder reaff/ susls 
your needs'’ CHRIS OATEN 
walks you through finding a 
Mac-fnendV spooler 



MACWOHIO LAtstyle 


Wii, meet Mac 

There's nothing ina! says a games console can I bo part o 
Mo DAVE BULLARD exptans how 10 uso your Nintendo W 
intended to bo used for media streaming - to view tne moi 
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• Wii Transfer makes the most of the Wii’s 
limited multimedia capabilities.** 


DRAWN TO Lift: THE NEXT CHATTER 


CONtXuS 



as. P 



CAMCORDER BUYER’S GUIDE 

Which camcorder really suits your 
needs? We walk you through finding 
a Mac-friendly shooter. y 

HANDS-ON WITH THE NANO 

The fifth-generation iPod nano is a 
compelling upgrade to an already solid 
and affordable media player. 

008 November 2009 
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Take your shots to the next level 

SONY ALPHA A380 DSLR 


help and tips 



062 

www.macworld.com.au 













































































LAB TEST 

Camcorders - We mate choosing a camcorder 
easier with a cross-section of five. 

■ Sanyo XactiVPC-CG 10 

■ Flip Mino HD 

■ Sony HDR-TG5 

■ Lumix DMC-FZ35 

■ Canon HF20 

REVIEWS 

■ Logic Pro 9 

■ Drobo multi-disk drive 
B aGent V5 HD Webcam 
» MacFreelance invoice software 

■ Wacom Bamboo Pen & Touch tablet 

■ Missing Sync/eCamm PhoneView 
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MACWORLD Opinion 



DAVE BULLARD 


Play nicely with us 


R eviewer Chris Oaten had 
a nasty surprise when 
reviewing the latest batch 
of camcorders for this month’s 
Camcorder Buyer’s Guide and 
Lab Test. 

Having asked various 
manufacturers and/or their PR 
agencies to send in cameras for 
review, he unpacked them, powered 
them up and started shooting. 

One he instantly fell in love 
with was Sony’s HDR-TG5, a 

It’s really not that long 
ago that we were living 
in the Mac Dark Ages 
and severely limited in 
our choices.” 

good-looking, well-built, well- 
designed camcorder that produced 
“gorgeous” results. 

But he was both surprised and 
indignant when it turned out to be 
incompatible with Macs - even to 
the point of not mounting as a drive. 

We decided to go ahead with 
the review to emphasise the point 
that you still need to make sure a 
peripheral actually works with a Mac 
before buying it. 

What it really shows, however, 
is how lucky we are these days 
when it comes to Mac compatibility, 


and how we now almost take it for 
granted that non-Apple products 
will want to play with us. 

Things have come to a point 
where we can head into any 
consumer electronics retailer 
and walk out with a Mac-friendly 
peripheral - be it a printer, scanner, 
hard drive, camera, keyboard, 
monitor... whatever. 

It’s really not that long ago that 
we were living in the Mac Dark Ages 
and severely limited in our choices. 

It was specialist Mac resellers or 
nothing, and we had to sit on the 
sidelines and drool over the range 
of gear available to our PC cousins. 

It wasn’t enough to make us 
switch to PCs (apart from a very 
brief flirtation with an MS-DOS 
machine that I’ll never mention 
again), but it was certainly 
frustrating. 

We’re not completely out of 
the woods yet, particularly when 
it comes to camcorders and Mac 
games - it’s hugely expensive for 
a company like Feral Interactive to 
port a game from another developer 
- but it’s nice to reflect on how far 
Mac acceptance has come. 

Screen dreams. I’ve long heard 
(and reported on) the benefits of 
using a multi-screen setup, but had 
never really bothered to try it for any 
length of time beyond that needed 
for a review - until recently. 


My eyes had been taking a bit of 
strain, staring at the 15in screen of 
my MacBook Pro. (Yes, it’s my eyes 
that are failing; the Pro’s screen is 
fine!) Things were helped a lot by 
a Belkin laptop stand that elevated 
the MBP screen to a decent 
height, and by an added Apple 
Keyboard and Mighty Mouse, but 
improvement was needed. 

So I got in a Philips 22in monitor 
and my life has changed. 

The monitor sits in front of 
me, acting as a primary screen 
on which all my work is done; 
my MacBook Pro now sits to the 
right of the monitor, acting as a 
second screen and a depository 
for web and ftp download windows, 
palettes and the like. 

If you’re interested in how to do 
this, I’ll be reviewing the 220X1 in 
the December issue. 

By the way, yes the scroll ball on 
the Mighty Mouse isn’t working - 
the second to fail in three months. 
Let’s hope the rumours of a new 
one with a touchpad instead of a 
scroll ball are true. ^ 



AUSTRALIAN MACWORLD 

PODCASTING FORTNIGHTLY 

News and views from the magazine and online editors, the “Beer 
O’Clock” gabfest with Mac writers, user tips and more. 

Go to www.macworld.com.au/podcasts 
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Vodafone 

Dealer vodafone 



FREE Digital TV Competition 

Win an Apple iMac with 
IceTV + EyeTV + Storage! 

Valued at over $2,500 all you need do is 
enter at www.compnow.com.au 

Prize includes: 

• Apple iMac 20" 2.66GHz 

• IceTV 12 month membership 

• EyeTV Diversity Mac TV tuner 

• WD My Book 1TB Mac Edition 

Competition closes 2 ncJ Nov 2009* * 



icetv eyetv 



JVC Everio G Latest Model Digital Camcorders 

GZ-MS120A Dual SD Was $539 Now $449 uzu 
GZ-MG630R HDD/SD Was $729 Now $649 14215 
35 x optical zoom. Up to 75 hours of recording. Native .MOV files! 

_ 

Service & Integration The biggest & the best 

The largest team of Apple qualified service technicians ready to help 
you. Whether its an iPod repair, home installation, a school lab setup 
or a corporate service agreement, we can help you and your Mac 



Computers Now Apple On-Campus Reseller: For Apple student discounts via our On-campus stores!* 


Geelong 

Westfield Geelong 

t: 03 5223 1550 

Crows Nest 222 Pacific Highway 

t: 02 9951 7979 

Malvern 

1420 High Street 

t: 03 9508 2600 

UNSW* Main Campus, Randwick 

t: 02 9385 2377 

Monash* 

Campus Centre, Clayton 

t: 03 9684 3655 

UTS* 235 Jones Street, Ultimo 

t: 02 9951 7940 

RMIT* 

Main Campus, Swanston St 

t: 03 9654 8111 

sales@compnow.com.au 


Sth Melbourne 

64 Clarendon Street 

t: 03 9684 3600 



Need help with a purchase or just need some info? 
email us on sales@compnow.com.au. or visit us on www.compnow.com.au 


All prices include GST. Images for illustrative purposes only. Prices & specifications subject to change and stock availability. E&OE. www.compnow.com.au. 

*Full terms online competition closes 2 nc * Nov 2009. Prize drawn 9^ Nov and announced 16^ Nov 2009. 













































MACWORLD Mai! 


Sj) GET ON YOIJll SOAPBOX 


SABRE-TOOTHED TIGER 


I thought I’d share a 
photograph with you. 

To commemorate the 
launch of Snow Leopard, 

I decided to boot up my 
Macintosh 128K. 

Sadly, after almost 
a quarter of a century, 
it doesn’t meet any of 
the general system 
requirements needed to 
run Snow Leopard. 

Not even one. For 
the record, here’s the 
listed requirements, 
with the Macintosh 
128K specifications in 
parentheses. 

* Mac computer with 
an Intel processor (8 
MHz Motorola 68000 
processor) 

• 1GB of memory (128K 
originally, non-standard 
third party upgrade to 
2.5MB) 


ENOUGH iPHONE, ALREADY! 

I write in an agitated 
state of high dudgeon. 
You appear to have 
developed an unhealthy 
preoccupation with the 
iPhone. This appendage has 
certain legitimate uses, but 
excessive fiddling in private 
can lead to problems - like 
blindness or worse. 

I consider myself 
broadminded, but this type 
of compulsive behaviour 
leaves me uneasy. May I 
suggest a breath of fresh air 
and some healthy exercise? 



• 5GB of available disk 
space (No built-in hard 
disk) 

• DVD drive for installation 
(No CD/DVD drive, 400K 
floppy drive only) 

Still, I’m pretty impressed 
that the hardware is working 
after all this time. And I’m 
even more impressed that 
the floppy disk is readable. 
Stephen Wong, Via email 

Thanks for that, Stephen! So 
what relation would the Classic 
OS1.0 be to Snow Leopard - 
Sabre-Toothed Tiger? - DB 


However. A question. Is it 
actually possible to speak to 
someone, say, a couple of 
blocks away, on an iPhone? 
Now that would be handy. 
Tony Jenner, Elmore, Victoria 

My erstwhile predecessor Chris 
Oaten addressed this in the June 
issue, Tony, saying that the iPhone is 
a Mac in all ways but one - its name 
- that it's one of the most influential 
products of the early 21st century, 
and that our coverage of it is here to 
stay. We all agree. And it’s a great 
gadget to take with you when getting 
all that exercise! - DB 


WHERE IN THE WORLD? 

I wonder if any other 

reader noticed and 
was curious about the 
mapping co-ordinates on the 
cover of the August issue of 
Australian Macworld. 
Curiosity made me enter 
them into Google Maps, to 
find that it was 1 Infinite 
Loop, Cupertino, CA - 
Apple’s headquarters. 

Well done to Macworld for 
this interesting diversion. 
Biliy Watson, Alexandria. NSW 

We'd love to take the credit for it, 

Billy, but the image was supplied by 
Apple. We’re kicking ourselves that 
we didn’t replace it with 37°49’56"S, 
144°57'49”E.-DB 

WALKING BILLBOARDS 

Like Ian Mellor, 

(Why can’t we show 
off? AMW 09.2009), am a 
Mac enthusiast. I admire 
Apple for its marketing 
skills, its design flair 
and the robustness and 
relevance of its hardware 
and software. 

There is a great temptation 
to evangelise for Apple, 
to become part of their 
marketing machine - this, of 
course, is Apple strategy. 

I confess that I am subject 
to the need to become 
a missionary for Apple 
myself, but there is no way 
that I want to be an unpaid 
billboard for Apple. I am 
content in the knowledge 
that my laptop lights up with 
the Apple logo and identifies 
me as a Mac user; I’m OK 
with that. 

Michael Maher, 

Bilgola Plateau, NSW 
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Each month, Conexus is giving away a prize 
to the reader who submits what we think is 
be the most interesting letter. This month, the 
prize is an iHome iH15 LED Colour Changing 
Stereo System for iPod, worth $149.95. What 
looks like a white plastic cube is actually a 
colour-shifting light system, emitting a soft 
glow that shifts from orange to yellow to 
green, purple, blue, pink, and red, visible 
faintly under normal light, and charmingly 
noticeable in a darker room. Separate buttons 
control the system’s audio power, lighting 
power, and volume, so you can have the 
speakers off but the lighting on, and vice- 
versa. www.conexus.com.au 

v___ 
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TERMS AND CONDITIONS. Conexus letter of the month 1. Instructions on how to enter form part of these conditions of entry. 2. To enter send tips or queries to macwortdeditor@niche. 
com.au with a subject header of "Letter to the Editor". Entries will be judged by the editorial staff of Australian Macworld. The judges' decision in relation to any aspect of the competition 
is final and binding on every person who enters. No correspondence will be entered into. Chance plays no part in determining the winner(s). Each entry will be individually judged based 
on its degree of interest. 4. Employees, their immediate families and agencies associated with this competition are not permitted to enter. 5. The Promoter accepts no responsibility for late 
or misdirected entries. 6. The best entry/entries as determined by the judges will win the prize(s). 7. The Promoter is neither responsible nor liable for any change in the value of the prize 
occurring between the publish date and the date the prize(s) is claimed. 8. The prize(s) is not transferable and will not be exchanged for cash. 9. The winner(s) will be notified by email. 10. 

All entries become the property of the Promoter. 11. The collection, use and disclosure of personal information provided in connection with this competition is governed by the Privacy Notice 
12. The Promoter is Niche Media Pty Ltd of 170 Dorcas Street, South Melbourne, Victoria 3205 Ph 03 9948 4900, (ABN 13 064 613 529). 


■ Letters should be emailed to 
macworldeditor@niche.com 
.au with a subject header of 
“Letter to the Editor” or by post 
to Australian Macworld Mailbox, 
170 Dorcas Street, South 
Melbourne, Victoria, 3205. 

■ Letters of fewer than 200 
words are given preference. 
Comments posted to the 
forums on www.macworld. 
com.au are also eligible for the 
prize. We reserve the right to 
edit letters and probably will. 

■ To be eligible for the prize, 
you must include your full 
name and address, including 
state or territory. 
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Needs NoteBook Has NoteBook 


S tickies. Scraps of paper. Web clippings. 

Meeting notes. Reminders. Take control 
of it all with Circus Ponies NoteBook. Get 
organized using a familiar notebook interface 
of pages, tabs, and sections. “Clip” web research, 


e-mails and other content to your Notebooks for 
handy reference. Never miss a detail with 
voice-annotated notes you play back on your 
iPod. Diagram and sketch when words won’t 
convey your thoughts. Track and sync your tasks 


to iCal and your phone. Find anything instantly 
with NoteBook’s patented Multidex™. Share 
your Notebooks as PDFs or websites. And 
much more. NoteBook has everything you need 
to get organized. 


"At last — get organized! Try NoteBook for yourself right now, FREE for 30 days" 

www.circusponies.com/trialmwau 
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TREND 

M I C R O 


trendmicro.com.au 


THINK MACS ARE SAFE 
FROM WEB THREATS? 


THINK AGAIN 



SMART SURFING FOR MACS. TOTAL ONLINE 
PROTECTION FOR YOUR PERSONAL DATA 

Safeguard your family with Trend Micro Smart Surfing for Mac. Now you're free 
to shop, bank, and surf online while staying safe from attacks on your identity and 
confidential information. You can also protect your children from inappropriate 
websites. Get Trend Micro Smart Surfing for Mac and enjoy online freedom. 

For more information, please visit www.trendmicro.com.au/mac. 


COMPLETE PROTECTION: 

• When you bank and shop online 

• Against identity theft 

• To stop viruses 

• Free automatic updates 





MACWORLD Mews 


DEAD SERIOUS ABOUT DATA 


OffByZero has introduced a way for next-of-kin and business 
associates to gain easy access to the password-protected data 
of someone who dies or is incapacitated. 

OBZVault allows you to create an encrypted file containing user 
names, passwords and other details. That file and the password 
to unlock it can be held by a lawyer, and released to your next 
of kin in specified circumstances. 

A Microsoft Research investigation recently determined that 
the average computer user now has seven website passwords. 
In addition, people will often have alarm codes, mobile phone 
PINs, computer passwords, security questions and ID numbers, 
so gaining quick access to these can be vitally important. 
OffByZero gives the example of CentOS leader Lance Davis, 
went missing for several days taking with him the account 
details necessary to the operation of the project. 

"He and his team were lucky - he was alright, and returned - 
but had he left a digital legacy for his team-mates, they would 
have been able to carry on working in his absence, even if the 
worst had happened.” 
www.offbyzero.com 


EYETV APP RELEASED 


Elgato has released the EyeTV app (below) for iPhone and iPod 
touch, allowing EyeTV users to watch live TV and recordings on 
an iPhone and browse the program guide. 

They can also use the iPhone to immediately start recording 
TV shows back home on a Mac, or to schedule them to record 
later. The EyeTV app connects to any Mac running the latest 
version of Elgato’s EyeTV 3.2 software, and can automatically 
find a Mac on the local network using Bonjour. 

It can also find and access a remote Mac via My EyeTV, a free 
locator utility introduced as part of EyeTV 3.2. 

EyeTV 3.2 is available as a free update for EyeTV 3 users, or 
can be bought from the iTunes Store for $5.99. 
www.elgato.coni/e{gato/int.htrnI 



Bento 

Organize contacts, track projects, plan events and morel 



NEW BENTO SERVED UP 

FileMaker has launched a new 
version of Bento, its slimmed-down, 
easy-to-use database that’s fully 
Mac-integrated. 

Building on the success of the 
previous two versions, Bento 3 adds 
eight key new features including 
iPhoto integration, grid view, multi¬ 
user capability and security. 

For those new to the world of 
relational databases, Bento is a 
program that you use to store any 
kind of information related to a task or 
subject - such as emails, spreadsheet 
data, contacts, calendars, notes, 
photos, music files, you name it - in 
one easy-to-navigate window. 

Changes made in most of the 
fields are reflected in the original 
application, and vice-versa. So if 
you’re working in Bento and change 
the time of an appointment, the 
new time will be changed in iCal. 
Spreadsheet data from Excel or 
Numbers isn’t linked back, but is 
copied across. 

“Bento 3 has fantastic new 
features ... the list is significant. This 
is not a minor update,” FileMaker 
Asia Pacific regional manager Steve 
McManus told Australian Macworld at 
a Sydney briefing. 

Sharing is probably the most 
important upgrade, as you can 


now share your Bento libraries 
with up to five other Bento users 
on a local area network. The entire 
database can be shared, or just 
selected libraries. 

This is particularly important 
for the take-up of Bento 3 by small 
businesses. 

This collaborative approach is 
just one of the main areas where a 
relational database has the edge over 
a spreadsheet. 

Also significant are the new 
security features which allow users 
to password-protect a library (a 
database) and also individual fields. 
So, using SSL encryption, you can 
bar access from an entire database 
or, say in the case of sharing a 
database in a small company, give 
everyone access to the database but 
prevent them seeing clients’ credit 
card details. 

Having iPhoto integration in 
the new version means you can 
display your iPhoto images, track 
more details about those images 
than you get in iPhoto itself, and 
drag-and-drop images and even 
whole collections from Bento 3’s 
side pane. 

And the grid view gives a 
fourth way to see data for a more 
visual approach. The view can be 
customised to display additional 
information under each photo or form 
thumbnail, and you can skim your 
mouse across the top item to see the 
others underneath, just like the Events 
view in iPhoto. 

Bento 3 costs $79, but users 
upgrading from Bento 1 or 2 will be 
able to get a $25 rebate. A five-user 
family pack is $129. 

Bento 3 comes with templates 
to get you started on tasks such as 
organising sports clubs, planning a 
wedding, cataloguing a wine cellar, 
managing workflows and keeping 
track of customer details and 
purchases. 

“People say, ‘So it’s a database 
... what do you do with a database?’ 
McManus says. “Well, here are 35 
templates to get you going - 10 of 
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which are new. And that builds on the 
Template Exchange which users can 
access via the link built into Bento 3. 
“Say you have a great database for 
managing a soccer team - you can 
share it with the world. It’s wonderful 
... there have been 60,000 downloads 
from Template Exchange to date." 

Along with the Mac version, the 
iPhone app has also been updated. 

“Bento for iPod gave Bento a 
huge boost,” McManus says. “It’s 
a standalone app on the iPhone ... 
you don’t have to have Bento on your 
Mac, but if you do it’s a bit nicer for 
doing data entry.” 

FileMaker says that after 
launching the iPhone app there was a 
secondary wave of new users buying 
the full Bento program. 

The new features - particularly 
sharing and security - make 
Bento 3 far more attractive to small 
businesses, but does this mean they 
might not make the move to the full- 
featured FileMaker 10 database? 


“The introduction of sharing 
has certainly brought the two closer 
together,” FileMaker Americas and 
Asia-Pacific sales vice-president 
Keith Robinson admitted to AMW. 
“But there really is a significant 
difference between FileMaker 
and Bento. 

"By putting Bento out there 
we’re broadening the database 
marketplace, which benefits 
FileMaker. Many people discover 
databases through Bento then 
move up to FileMaker, but we’re also 
finding that many FileMaker users 
are also using Bento for it’s Mac- 
friendliness and ease of use.” 

McManus adds: “If you really 
want an automated process you 
go to FileMaker. It has scripting, so 
you can automate tasks and assign 
them to a button. It’s incredibly 
powerful, and you can have up to 
999 concurrent users. 

“But it’s $499, while Bento is $79.” 

www.filemaker.com.au 


WATCH THIS SPACE 


The LG Touch Watch Phone is 
coming to Australia in December, 
but in limited quantities so you’d 
better be quick to realise your 
Dick Tracy-inspired dreams. 

The $2299 watch phone features 
a 1.43in touchscreen interface, 
high-speed video calling via 7.2 
Mbps 3G HSDPA compatibility 
and a built-in camera. 

Voice recognition features, which 
can be used with or without 
a Bluetooth headset, make it 
easier to place calls and look up 
contacts. And Text to Speech 
(TTS) reads text messages and 
other information out loud. 

The phone also includes Bluetooth and a built-in speaker for 
playing back music. 

Australian Macworld staffers played with a prototype of the Touch 
Watch Phone (LG-GD910) at this year’s Consumer Electronics 
Show in Las Vegas, and can confirm that it’s as exciting as it looks. 
www.lge.com.au 




MAKE HER CHRISTMAS 

A LITTLE BIT MORE EXCITING 


We are an innovation online seller to provide 
innovative, quality and easy-to-use products 
with affordable price. Every customer of our 
company will benefit from our experience 
and superior service. For further information, 
please visit our web site. 


www.ultra-case.com 


iPod is a trademark of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and 
other countries. iPhone is a trademark of Apple Inc. 















APPLE COMES CLEAN 



Apple has been pretty forthcoming 
about its environmental policies 
in recent years, but given the 
company’s high profile, groups such 
as Greenpeace have continually 
pushed for even more transparency. 

Apple has now overhauled the 
environmental section of its website 
with more data about its efforts, most 
prominently featuring an extensive 
breakdown of the company’s annual 
corporate carbon emissions. 

Apple has taken flak in this 
department for trailing behind the likes 
of Dell and HP, both of which publish 
their annual carbon emissions, to 
the tune of 427,000 tonnes and 7.62 
tonnes respectively. Apple, on the 
other hand, calculates it generates 
10.2 million tonnes of greenhouse gas 
emissions in a year. 

Although Dell and HP’s numbers 
might sound significantly more 



fuel for your iPhone 


Barely There is Case-Mate's new 
line of protective covers, with Screen 
Protector incl. RRP $29.95 




Specs: 

- battery capacity: up to 2300mA 
- battery charging current: up to 450mA 
- battery max discharging current: 2A 
- power consumption: 5v/2.5w 


Napa or 
Carbon Fiber 
Leather over a 
Polycarbonate 
shell are 
Case-Mate's 
World Class 
Cases, 
from RRP 
$49.95 


Fuel is a soft-grip holster case built around a certified 
rechargable lithium polymer battery. 
Fuel is a complete solution for someone on the go! 


RRP $119 


Pal case-mate* 

Distributed in Australia by 


WebEquip 


For reseller locations please see: 

www.webequip.com.au 











































environmentally friendly, it turns 
out that they’re limited in what they 
actually measure. For example, those 
companies’ figures don’t take into 
account the impact their products 
have on the environment during 
their lifetime. 

Apple, on the other hand, has 
explicitly broken down exactly where 
those 10.2 million tonnes come from: 
38 percent from manufacturing, 5 
percent during transportation, 53 
percent from product use, 1 percent 
from recycling, and 3 percent from its 
own facilities. 

More to the point, the information 
Apple is now providing about its 
carbon footprint aims to reframe the 
debate over what it means to be an 
environmentally-friendly company. 

It would seem the ball is now in 
the court of competitors like Dell 
and HP, who will may quickly come 
under pressure to provide results as 
extensive as Apple’s own. 

Also revealed by Apple is the 
fact that it now ships 50 percent 
more boxes in each airline shipping 
container by reducing its packaging 
over 40 percent between 2006 and 
2009. 

And the current iMac’s 30 percent 
decrease in idle-mode energy 
consumption compared to the 
previous model has resulted in an 18 
percent reduction in greenhouse gas 
emissions over a four-year period - 
nearly equivalent, the company says, 
to all the emissions generated by its 
‘facilities’. 

Some environmental experts 
have lauded Apple’s efforts and 
are hopeful that the move will 
spur those competitors to follow 
Apple’s lead. 

As always, there are also 
naysayers who think that Apple is 
only disclosing selective information 
that paints it in a positive light. 

But even the harshest of Apple’s 
critics have acknowledged that 
Apple seems to be making genuine 
strides in the direction of environment 
friendliness 
www.apple.com.au 


LEICA NEW CAMERA? 

There’s always a lot of excitement 
generated by the unveiling of new 
Leica cameras - even if they’re out of 
reach of most consumers. For most 
of us, it’s the equivalent of driving a 
Commodore and lusting after a new 
Lamborghini. 

Generating the most interest is 
the truly stunning Leica M9 (below), 
built in the tradition of great Leica 
rangefinder cameras but adding 
a full-frame digital sensor which 
captures the full 35mm format. 

The CCD is 18 megapixels and 
there’s a 2.5in monitor screen. The 
M9 takes any M-range lenses built 
since 1954. 

It’s built for life, with a one-piece, 
magnesium-alloy housing and solid- 
brass machined top deck and bottom 
plate. It feels it, too, with a heft not 
found in many cameras. 

The price is $11,499 (body only). 

Attracting almost as much interest 
is the more affordable fixed-lens 
compact XI, which comes with 
a 12MP APS-C sensor (a sensor 
normally found in DSLRs). 

The lens is 24mm and there’s no 
zoom, so you’ll have to take more 
care over position and composition, 
just like the old days. Available in 
January for $2799. 

Finally, Leica showed the S2 
medium-format DSLR. Well, we say 
‘medium-format’ but the S2 has a for¬ 
mat all it’s own. The 37.5MP sensor, 
at 30 x 45mm, is 56 percent larger 
than a full-frame 35mm sensor. 

The S2 is available for $36,499, 
or $43,499 with a sapphire display. 
Lenses start at $8299. 
www.adeal.com.au 
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designed for iPhone 3G/3GS 

We are an innovation online seller to provide 
innovative, quality and easy-to-use products 
with affordable price. Every customer of our 
company will benefit from our experience 
and superior service. For further information, 
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MACWORLD Software 



POWER MANAGER 3.7.2 

www.dssw.co.uk/powermanager 

UTILITIES 


TWEETIE 1.2.2 

www.atebits.com/tweetie-iphone 
SOCIAL NETWORKING 


SCREENSHARINGMENULET 1.7 

www.klieme.com 

NETWORKING 


If OS X’s Energy Saver features are too limited 
for you, Power Manager lets you create 
multiple, customised schedules that determine 
exactly when your Mac should be active, along 
with actions that can occur in response to 
specific triggers. You can set up schedules 
manually, or create schedules based on when a 
computer is used - for example, one based on 
the operating hours of a school computer lab. 
Price: US$20 (about $23) 



School Laboratory 
School Teaching Laboratory 


Go Bad ( Continue ) 


Tweetie, a popular iPhone Twitter client, is now 
an impressive Mac app. Each of your accounts 
has a large avatar which you click to display 
a set of icons corresponding to tweets from 
people you follow, mentions (@ replies), and 
direct messages - there’s no need to log in to 
and out of each account. Other standout features 
include a conversation view and an image 
viewer. Price: Ad-free version, US$19.95 
(about $23); ad-supported version, free 



Timeline 


Paul and Storm 

This Fri. at Jammin'Java in Vienna, VA: http:// 
bit.ly/8cX2S (We'll be pimpin' this a bit this 
week, but will try not to be too annoying) 


Dan Moren 

I could have done with less violence in last 
night's dreams. Serial killer tracking? Getting 
stabbed with a butter knife by a crazy lady? 

D rands 

Clocks closest to the bed are all set 10 
minutes ahead. 






This program makes local connections easier 
by providing a menu-bar menu that lists any 
computers on your local network with Screen 
Sharing (or Remote Management - a.k.a. 
Apple Remote Desktop) enabled. The menu 
updates in real time, and provides a submenu 
showing computers to which you’ve recently 
connected. Price: Donation requested 


fork Eli @00:10:39 Q jj/ , 

Recent Hosts ► 

My Computers: 

4bm» mmmm tMi 
m m m mmmm 

Local Hosts: 

MacBooRJ2 (10.0.1.4) 

MiniD09 (10.0.1.16) 

TestAir (10.0.1.17) 

Quit 




BLUETOGGLE 1.1.0 

www.axoniclabs.com/Bluetoggle 

UTILITIES 


XMENU1.9 

www.devon-technologies.com 

UTILITIES 


SNEAKPEEK PHOTO 

www.code-line.com 

FUNCTIONALITY 


Although you can toggle Bluetooth on and off 
using OS X’s Bluetooth menu, Bluetoggle lets 
you assign a keyboard shortcut to this action. 
Via a new Bluetoggle preference pane, you 
choose a key from FI to FI 2, along with one or 
more modifiers (Shift, Control, Option, 
and/or Command). You can also choose to 
toggle the Bluetooth menu as well, so it is 
visible only when Bluetooth is active. 

Price: Donation requested 


Xmenu lets you add one or more menus to the 
menu bar for accessing files and data. You can 
add menus for/Applications, /Developer (if 
you’ve installed Apple’s developer tools), your 
Home directory and your Documents folder, 
as well as a menu with custom contents and 
another for Snippets (frequently used text, RTF, 
clipping, and Internet Location files). 

Price: Free 
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This plugin enhances OS X’s Quick Look by 
providing more information about supported 
images. With this installed, Quick Look 
previews of most images include detailed 
information about the file as well as metadata 
provided by the camera that took the shot. You 
can use SneakPeek Photo on Mail attachments, 
in Open and Save dialogues - anywhere Quick 
Look works. Price: US$10 (about $12) 
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www.getconcentrating.comwww.realmacsoftware.com/littlesnapper 
PRODUCTIVITY UTILITY 


Concentrate lets you create Activities, which are groups of actions you 
want to occur together to help you concentrate on a particular task. For 
example, you may want a Creative Writing activity that quits any internet 
and social-networking programs that are currently running, launches a 
word-processing application, and changes your desktop to something 
that gets your creative juices flowing. Or you could keep your web 
browser running but block 
access to Twitter, Facebook, 
and other websites that 
might distract you. You can 
start or stop an activity from 
Concentrate’s main window, 

Dock menu, or systemwide 
menu, and also set a time 
length for it. 

Price: US$29 (about $33) 


LittleSnapper picks up where OS X’s screenshot capabilities leave off, 
giving you powerful tools to create better screenshots, arrange and 
archive them, and even upload them to the web. Besides allowing you 
to snap screenshots of the entire screen, individual application windows, 
and selected areas, LittleSnapper can also take timed screenshots 
and capture web pages opened in Safari or in LittleSnapper’s built-in 
browser. You can access most functions using keyboard shortcuts or 
via a system-wide menu. 

LittleSnapper shines 
when it comes to image 
management, and its 
interface displays a level 
of finesse, found only in 
the best of Mac software, 
that makes it a joy to use. 

Price: US$39 (about $45) 





Premier speech recognition for Mac 05 X 


MacSpeech 


Dictate 


www.macspeech.com 


Available from Apple and other fine Macintosh retailers. 

Distributed by MacSense Australia, www.macsense.com.au/macspeech_dictate 
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GUIDE 


iPhone and iPod touch software that’s caught our eye. 


PHOTOGRAPHY 


REFERENCE 


This is a nice little app for keeping 
your sensitive photos under lock and 
key. Private Pics is like a password- 
protected vault for your photos, where 
you can add notes and keep them all 
organised with custom folders. As an 
added layer of security, you can even 
set up a decoy password that will take 
you to a second set of photos. There’s 
also a free lite version, which limits 
you to one folder of up to 10 pictures.. 
Price: $2.49 
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Custom Name 

Custom notes. 


Picture added Jun 30. 2009 


Picture added Jun 30. 2009 

Another Custom Name 

—“—ji More custom notes ontered (or (his picture. 


Picture added Jun 30. 2009 

m 

Picture added Jun 30. 2009 
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A great example of a simple yet elegant 
and useful app, A Bird in the Hand is 
a field guide to the birds of Tasmania 
-well, to 23 of them at this stage. 
Published by the Tasmanian Parks 
and Wildlife Service, it features 
beautiful photographs, details of 
habitat, plumage and the like, and clear 
song recordings. It would be wonderful 
to see this model picked up by other 
states as well. 

Price: $1.19 



PRODUCTIVITY 


PHOTOGRAPHY 


This solid editing tool lets you create 
and manipulate Microsoft Word files, 
as well as view a host of other file 
types (though you can only view 
Excel spreadsheets - you can’t edit 
them). You can type, cut, paste, format 
margins and type, run find-and-replace 
searches, and even work with tables 
and embedded graphics. It’s a solid, 
stable Word editor with some sleek 
features and easy Wi-Fi syncing. 

Price: $12.99 



Intersect World's Public Ftodio app is a 
simple radio stream aggregator. It lets 
you browse public radio stations 


alphabetically by call letters and 


grouped by state. The app also keeps 
track of your listening history and lets 



Take a photo using ToyCamera and 
the app will randomly apply one of 
eight filters: Vintage Green, Vintage 
Warm, Vintage Yellow, Low Saturation, 
High Saturation, Toning Sepia, Black 
& White, and HiCon Black & White. 
The charm of an app like this is its 
simplicity. The interface looks almost 
exactly like the native Camera, except 
after you take a photo, you have the 
extra surprise of seeing what the result 
looks like. Price: $2.49 



CONVERSION 


UTILITY 


This unit conversion application is a 
piece of iPhone beauty and useful to 
boot. Convert offers you 15 different 
types of unit conversion, from basics 
like area, angle, weight, volume, 
length, and temperature, to the more 
technical such as energy, currency, 
force, pressure, power, and typography. 
While it doesn’t offer all the conversion 
options of Convertbot, it does offer 
some nice new features. 

Price: $1.19 


0:42 AM • SS 



It doesn’t get much more simple than 
this, but Gas Hog is great for keeping 
track of your car’s fuel consumption. 
Each time you fill up you enter the 
odometer reading, the fuel added 
and the cost, and Gas Hog calculates 
your fuel economy and cost per litre. 
Not only can you see the most recent 
figures, you can also see statistics for 
the last 30 days, last six months and 
overall. Multiple vehicles can be set 
up. Price: $1.19 


.ml OPTUS . 2:19 PM 

c=* 


Notes 

>!. 

Statistics For This Fill-up 


Fuel Economy 10.3 

L/IOOkm 

Cost per Kilometer 

$0.13 

Cost per Liter 

$1.26 

Distance 

430 km 

Delete This Fill-Up 
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THE CONCISE OXFORD 
ENGLISH DICTIONARY 2.2 

REFERENCE 


The world’s most popular dictionary comes 
to the iPhone, putting over 240,000 words, 
phrases and definitions at your fingertips. 
You search by typing in the word you’d like 
explained, and don’t worry if your spelling 
isn’t too hot - the handy ‘Similar Words’ 
search returns a list of words with spelling 
that’s similar to your attempt. A number of 
words can be spoken to you, but this feature 
didn’t work in our testing. Price: $19.99 



Concise Oxford English Dictionary, 
11th Edition Revised 


Mac • n. informal, chiefly N. Amer. a 
form of address for a man whose name 
is unknown to the speaker. 

- ORIGIN Cl7 (orig. a form of address 
to a Scotsman): from Mac-, a 

V_____ J 

r "\ 

POSTMAN 1.2.1 

PHOTOGRAPHY 


Like the similarly featured Postage app, 
Postman lets you turn photos stored on 
your iPhone or iPod touch into electronic 
postcards that you can email to friends and 
family. But what distinguishes this app from 
Postage is its social-networking prowess: the 
easy-to-use Postman makes it a breeze to 
upload the finished product to the web, where 
you can display your postcard on popular 
Web 2.0 sites. 
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SENNHEISER 



You have hundreds if not thousands of your favourite 
songs loaded onto your media player, ready to play at the 
touch of a button. Your range of music is varied to the 
extent that you have created a multitude of play lists to 
suit any moment. 

For this reason Sennheiser has created a wide range of 
in-ear phones offering superb sound wherever you are; 
or for that matter whatever you're doing. The CX300 
MK II is one of our most popular models; it allows you to 
experience your music at a whole new level. Perhaps it's 
time to put your music into overdrive! 

www.sennheiser.com.au 

For your nearest authorised dealer in: 

Australia: Free Call 1800 648 628 | Emailsales@syntec.com.au 
New Zealand: Free Call 0800 100 755 | Email sales@syntec.co.nz 
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Are we there yet? 


* 

bit.ly/MGLamw991 
bit.ly/MGLamw992 
bit.ly/MGLamw993 


Y ou know the story: Be it 

the family car or a busload 
of students on excursion, 
you can guarantee that you’ll hear 
choruses of “Are we there yet?”, 
usually about half way through the 
journey. 

I remember Dad-speak for the 
reply: “It’s just over the next hill.” 

Of course it wasn’t, we had several 
hills, lots of corners and the odd, 
unexpected delay when a "short cut" 
wasn’t - all reminiscent of our digital 
journey in education. 

Journeys always take longer 
than you think, don’t they? Even if 
you know your starting point and 
destination - and there’s a problem 
right there. 

In the area of digital education, do 
we really know where we’re going? 
The Cheshire Cat said it best: 

“Would you tell me, please, 
which way I ought to go from here?” 
Alice asked. 

“That depends a good deal 
on where you want to get to,” said 
the Cat. 

“I don't much care where,” said 
Alice. 

“Then it doesn't matter which way 
you go,” said the Cat. 

So do we just keep walking until 
we get somewhere? We should have 
some direction, but it’s easy to get 
distracted by the signposts of Web 
2.0, Gen Y, 21st-century learning 
rather than look at our core business 
and how we can maintain our journey 
in a time where the only constant 
is change. 

This can be explored through two 
recent research projects: one from 
an academic and another from a 
corporate giant. 

Auckland University professor of 
education John Hattie has investigated 


thousands of educational initiatives 
worldwide and shows that populist 
programs such as distance learning, 
web-based learning and problem 
based learning have negligible effect 
on student achievement, whereas 
student self-reporting and quality 
of teaching give effects two to three 
times the average. 

An IBM global study of over 
1000 chief executive officers shows 
that they face the same degree of 
change as education, and are seeing 
the enterprise of the future as one 
that, rather than reacting to change, 
adopts it as a strategy. 

The essence of what we want from 
an education hasn’t really changed, 
but our approach must. If the 
community wants schools “to prepare 
students for later life” it needs to 
recognise what this life may look like 
then, not now, and certainly not when 
they were taught. 

When compulsory schooling was 
introduced to the western world, we 
had a fairly predictable, industrial 
world, but increasingly, our social 
environment is becoming less 
predictable and it’s only through 
identifying core outcomes such as 
autonomous, adaptable and flexible 
learners, that we can adequately 
prepare anyone for anything. 

Apple’s latest “Challenge Based 
Learning” claims to provide just that 
sort of preparation. 

Building on the 20th-century 
“Apple Classrooms of Tomorrow” 
project, it provides an open-ended, 
"real world” approach to a student 
environment that is flooded with 
information, where what to do with 
information is the key, rather than 
the information itself and where a 
high value is placed on student self- 
reporting. 


E21C 

NEW EDUCATION 

HWY 

Knowledge Recall 

1953 

Project Based Learning 

1975 

Multimedia Education 

1987 

(Authentic Audience 

2010) 


If the community wants 
schools ‘to prepare 
students for later life’ it 
needs to recognise what 
this life may look like 
then, not now.” 

It’s not really new, even if Apple 
US thinks it is - major works or 
portfolios in several states in Australia 
have adopted this approach for quite 
some time, and, parenthetically, I 
think they are much more effective 
in the measurement of achievement 
than public exams. 

The Challenge Based Learning 
approach is based on student 
documentation of their learning, to 
an authentic (beyond the classroom 
walls) audience, and is well worth 
a look. It will be hard for the one- 
size-fits-all fundamentalist - who 
measures recall of information only 
- to adopt, but these teachers are 
becoming increasingly irrelevant. 

Teachers and curriculum overseers 
who seriously want to prepare 
students for later life (rather than 
National Testing results) will see this 
approach as an obvious destination. 

It’s just over the next hill. ^ 
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Introducing Blackbox - a new range of Noise Cancellation Headphones 

Blackbox is the new range of headphones from Phitek Systems, world leader 
in noise cancellation technology. With full range stereo sound and patented ANR 
technology which effectively removes 85% of background noise, the Blackbox 
M10 Headphone offers a premium listening experience at a very attractive price. 



For more information on the Blackbox range of premium noise cancelling headphones and 
earphones, visit: www.blackboxonline.com. Available online and from Streetwise, Mac 1, 
Duty Free Stores Australia and other selected retailers. For sales enquiries please contact 
Audion Innovision on 1300 300 364, www.audion-mm.com/blackbox.html. 


'*£> Streetwise.com.au 
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CAMCORDER 
BUYER’S CM 



So which camcorder really suits 
your needs? CHRIS OATEN 
walks you through finding a 
Mac-friendly shooter. 


ot that long ago, buying a camcorder was a much 
simpler task than it is today. Of course, deciding 
which camera you’d plonk your money on has 
always been a tough choice but when once the question 
was, “How many features can I afford?” the question now is 
more a matter of, “How many features do I really need?” 

By way of illustration,in the days of the first or second 
versions of iMovie, Apple assumed that you wanted a video 
editor that could turn your home movies into something 
special because everyone wanted to be the Spielberg of the 
family. And so iMovie’s feature set was built to match. 

Now take a look at the most recent version of iMovie. 
Where once the software needed only to recognise DV 
(Digital Video) hardware, it now has to play nicely with a 
raft of cameras with different storage and transfer methods. 

And many of today’s video shooters just want to 
instantly upload a simple web clip to YouTube. 

You don’t even need iMovie. Many cameras, such as 
Panasonic’s SDR-S 26 , have a ‘web mode’ for shooting web- 
compliant video already optimised for small file sizes and 
fast uploads. Shoot it, plug it in, upload it. 

The point here is that if you haven’t shopped for a 
camcorder for a while, you may find the many choices on 
offer overwhelming. 

The thing to remember is that not all cameras on today’s 
market are designed to suit one purpose. Manufacturers are 
specialising their product lines. 

So let’s tackle this buying guide by figuring out what 
kind of shooter you are. Once you’ve worked this out, you 
should be much better equipped to investigate a market 
flooded with options. 



■■ 
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3 iPHONE 3GS VS NOKIA N86 

One comes from Apple. It’s the darling of the mobile set, and 
a popular choice with Mac users. The other springs forth from 
the Symbian OS world, with a Nokia N-series pedigree. Which 
mobile phone is better for video? Let’s pit them head-to-head. 

Video camera 

iPhone: Fixed lens. 

N86: up to 20x zoom (digital) 

Resolution 

iPhone: 3.2MP 
N86: 8MP 

On-board flash/video light 

iPhone: No 
N86: Yes 

Works with Mac? 

iPhone: Integrated with iTunes/iLife 
N86: Mounts as USB drive 

Video format 

iPhone: H.264, AAC audio, 640x480, 20fps, 3717kbps. 

N86: MPEG-4 video, AAC audio, 640x480, 30fps, 4097 kbps. 

Video quality 

iPhone: A bit grainy, poor low-light performance. 

N86: High-resolution sensor makes a huge difference. 

Usability 

iPhone: On-board video editing is a snap. Other features and 
touchscreen interface provide all-round ease of use. 

N86: Small buttons and menu-mining make for a comparatively 
frustrating experience. 

Sharing 

iPhone: Email or YouTube upload options from the Camera app. 
N86: MMS, email, Bluetooth or upload. Also Nokia Ovi 
(PC-only). 



ARE YOU A YOUTUBE TRAGIC? 

You’re not too fussy about video quality. High-def is 
secondary to ‘now-def’. Dammit, the world needs to see 
your man-bites-dog video and it needs to see it right now. 

The most important consideration for you is 
connectivity, which limits your choices. If you want to 
shoot it now and share it immediately, this reduces your 
options to anything with Wi-Fi or 3G built in. 

One choice should be pretty obvious to regular 
Australian Macworld readers: The iPhone 3GS. But not 
everyone likes Apple’s mobile phone, while others simply 
prefer or must use a competing mobile device. 

There are quite a few handsets that fit the bill. We’ve 
put the iPhone 3GS head-to-head with Nokia’s N86 to give 
you some ideas of what to look for. (See left.) 

However, if you want a device with immediacy and 
you can wait until you’re next at your computer, or if 
you’re the kind who always has a computer on you, your 
options expand. 

The news is especially good here and while any 
camcorder will do the job if you’re carrying a laptop for 
editing, there are two devices that stand out for their 
mobility value. First, the Flip Mino HD, at about $400, is a 
little beauty (it’s part of this month’s Lab Test on Page 69). 

There is also Kodak’s Zxl ($299, reviewed by Danny 
Gorog in our July issue) which follows the same idea - 
easy to use, easy to stow and carry. Both cameras are, 
however, feature-limited. But dirt cheap, for an HD 
device. 

Bear in mind, though, that both the Flip and the Zxl 
shoot in 720p - the format that, at 1280 x 720 pixels 
(720p), lies between old-school standard definition 
resolution and the “Full HD” standard with its 1920 x 
1080-pixel resolution. It’s a trade-off between portability 
and resolution, but an entirely agreeable one. 

One other contender is iPod’s latest nano. Its standard- 
definition video is surprisingly good, and it slots into a 
shirt pocket more easily than any of the aforementioned 
devices. It’s reviewed in full on Page 36, and I’ve expanded 
on its appeal in a blog entry at www.macworld.com.au. 


On-board storage: 

iPhone: up to 32GB, internal 

N86: 8GB, expandable to 16GB (microSD) 

Verdict. For ease of use, the iPhone wins hands-down. 

However, if you care about better video quality in a smaller 
package, the Nokia’s 8-megapixel sensor delivers the goods, 
and on-board lighting - as weak as it may be - will better deliver 
clips captured in low light. Indeed, in very low light, the iPhone 
is next to useless. Both have GPS tagging. On purely technical 
merit, the N86 wins, and disk mode make file access easy. For 
fun, the iPhone pulls out in front, with twice the storage capacity 
providing a significant benefit to storing audio, video and apps. 
Which of these is more important to you is your call. 




ARE YOU A ‘RIGHT-NOW’ SHOOTER? 

You are closely related to the YouTube tragic, except your 
expectations for quality are higher than what a Flip or 
a Zxl can offer. You’re not so much concerned with the 
immediacy of publishing your video as you are with 
having your camcorder with you wherever you go, though 
you’re not good at being organised for the task. 

You might be a soccer mum who doesn’t want to have 
to remember a camera. You want it handy. Purse-sized. 

Or perhaps you’re a site supervisor, who needs to 
document a construction procedure with a high-clarity 
image but already have too much gear to carry around. 
You need quality but you also need a compact device. It 
has to fit in your briefcase. 
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One shooter springs to mind here: the Sanyo Xaeti VPC- 
CGIO, reviewed in this month’s Lab Test. At $549, this 
camera doesn’t cost a lot more than a Flip but it delivers 
in the HD stakes, with Full HD footage at 1920 x 1080 
resolution. 

One area where compact video cameras score a minus 
is their restricted optical zoom. It doesn’t get better 
than lOx in a pocket high-definition camcorder - which 
presents a problem if you want to shoot distant subjects, 
such as a junior batsman at the crease. 

If this sounds like you, perhaps a more substantial 
camcorder such as JVC’s GZ-HD320B with its 20x optical 
zoom will be necessary, or you could ask yourself if you 
really need a high-definition camcorder for the task at 
hand. 

If you can handle the lower resolution, you’ll find 
standard-def camcorders offer more substantial optical 
zooms. Panasonic’s SDR-H80-K, for instance, has a 70x 
optical zoom and a 60GB drive. Don’t forget to buy a 
tripod to control the shakes when zooming this close in. 

Many cameras, such as 
Panasonic’s SDR-S 26 , 
have a ‘web mode’ for 
shooting web-compliant 
video already optimised 
for small file sizes 
and fast uploads.” 

ARE YOU OLD SCHOOL? 

You want the best-quality video available in a consumer- 
grade camcorder and you don’t mind spending some 
money to get your hands on the right device. 

You own a large, flat-panel LCD or plasma TV and you 
want to enjoy the fruits of your video shooting labours in 
full high-def glory while cutting no corners in the quality 
stakes. 

You probably own Final Cut Express. You might own 
Final Cut Studio. You like to create cinematic history in 
your own lounge room but also need video of the kids 
playing sport and the arrival of your first grandchild. In 
other words, you want it all: large storage, top-quality 
lens, sensors that capture fine detail, and manual controls 
for creative control. 

Your interests are well catered to. Indeed, product 
development in this class of camcorder is long and well- 
evolved, to the point that it’s a real challenge to pick one 
maker’s top-shelf camcorder over another. 

Sony, JVC, Panasonic and Canon are the big players in 
this space and duke it out using features, hard drive size, 

www.macworld.com.au 


dual recording capability (that is, hard drive and/or flash 
memory card) and zoom length as the selling points to 
attract your dollar. 

Each of these manufacturers offers a wide range of 
products in this category. Sony, for instance, has six 
models in its hard drive group of camcorders. Canon 
has eight. 

So you’re spoiled for choice - a good thing, and bad. 
Good for refining options to fit your needs. Bad because it 
can get confusing. How to whittle it down is the question 
at hand. Let’s consider the options. 

There are three dominant codecs: AVCHD is the most 
common and the codec of choice for solid-state media, 
followed by MPEG-2 for standard definition recording 
and HDV for the tape-based formats. 

There are four types of media to record to: Hard drive, 
built-in flash memory, memory card and tape. Flash 
memory and hard drive camcorders dominate all makers’ 
product ranges. Well, actually, there is a fifth: DVD. Sony 
maintains this type of product but it’s definitely not 
Mac-friendly. 

(Which is the best choice? See ‘Find your format’ on 
Page 30.) 

One of the questions I’ve often been asked over the 
years is, “Which camcorder is a really outstanding buy?” 
As if one of the makers has secretly released a model with 
every feature but chosen to bestow it with a bargain price 
tag. Sorry. Such a beast does not exist. 

There are cheap personal camcorders on the market, 
certainly, but wherever you see a low price tag, you can 
be sure of having to make a compromise. 

Either they’re not ‘Full HD’ or they have small 
hard drives or even no built-in recording media at all, 
requiring that you spend a good many extra dollars to 
feed your camcorder with SD or SDHC cards. That can 
become expensive, and unexpectedly so. 
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3 FIND your format 

When you take a first look at what’s on offer 
in camcorders, there seems to be a complex 
matrix of options. Take a closer look and 
you’ll find it’s not too hard to break it down. 

For standard-definition cameras, the codec of choice is 
MPEG-2. 

For HD, AVCHD (Advanced Video Codec High Definition) 
wraps a H.264 video codec with AAC audio. Not long ago, it 
was a competing standard and could easily confuse buyers. 
However, it’s now the de facto standard for camcorders that 
write to hard drive or flash media. 

The issue to be wary of is that while AVCHD provides a space- 
efficient recording codec, it places high demands on computers 
at the editing stage. And you need an Intel Mac to capture it. 
Otherwise, your best bet is to stick with HDV. This is an MPEG-2 
based format that can be used with older Macs and is seen by 
many as the superior recording codec, providing a 25Mbps 
video stream compared to AVCHD’s maximum of 24Mbps. 

The downside is that HDV is a tape-based format, so you don’t 
have random access to clips - and you capture your footage 
to your computer in real-time. 

On the other hand, HDV captured to tape is instantly archived. 
Also, you can get the finer detail of a 1/2in sensor in an HDV 
camera for much the same price as a 1/4in sensor in AVCHD. 
There is a lot to recommend HDV, but consumers are warming 
instead to the instant gratification of hard drive and flash media. 

So let’s turn to media. Hard drive camcorders record to a built-in 
drive similar to the one in your computer. They provide large 
recording capacities up to 120GB, which in many instances will 
be enough to capture all the highlights of an annual holiday. 
However, they are prone to failure. Hard drive camcorders are 
also heavier than flash memory shooters. 

Flash memory camcorders with 16GB or 32GB capacities use 
storage media much like the CompactFlash or SD memory 
cards used in still cameras. Their main advantage is that 
because the storage is compact, a compact camera can be 
built around it. 

You then have expandable storage in the form of SD or SDHC 
cards (pictured), which can be bought in different capacities, 
with consumer-level cards up to 32GB. The advantages are 
flexibility and convenience. These camcorders can come with 
some built-in flash memory. 

Which is the better one for you? It’s a balancing act. Larger 
built-in flash memory means a higher price tag, while 
expansion memory provides the flexibility to shoot with cards 
with storage capacity determined by what you can afford. And 
if its small and lightweight you need, a flash-based camcorder 
is the way to go. 

The one other medium worth mentioning is the DVD-based 
camcorder. Only Sony continues to make this type of camera, 
which records to a built-in DVD drive. Why? To be honest, 
that’s a bit of a mystery. It’s difficult to find a compelling reason 
to choose such a legacy format, other than that you are 
already a diehard fan. 

L J 



Wherever you see a low 
price tag, you can be 
sure of having to make 
a compromise.” 


Features aside, there’s a fairly linear relationship between 
storage capacity, quality and pricing across the board 
from the big names. 

If you are looking for a camcorder that stands out as 
a good buy, I’d pick two to have a closer look at. One is 
the Canon HF20 ($1699, reviewed in the Lab Test), which 
has only 32GB of flash memory storage but a superb lens 
and great balance of features, and JVC’s GZ-HD320B, 
which packs in a whopping 120GB drive for capturing 
50 hours of high-def footage, and is priced at a very 
reasonable $1499. Of course, these are recommended 
retail prices. You’ll do better if you shop around, and 
shop around you must. 

You may notice that camcorders suddenly jump a few 
hundred dollars in price once the $1700 price band is 
reached . Generally, the price hike can be explained by a 
larger image sensor, or multiple image sensors. 

Of course, what you get with these larger sensors is a 
better picture, so if you like to see more of the possible 
recordable detail in a scene (without spending the big 
dollars needed for a semi-pro rig), you’ll be looking to 
spend about the $2000 mark or higher for a camera with 
a l/2in sensor, as opposed to the l/4in sensors found at 
about the $1500/$1600 mark. 

One real gotcha to be careful of when shopping is the 
use of the SD and HD tags. They have dual meanings. 

SD can relate to Standard-Definition shooting format or 
Secure Digital card (SD card). HD can mean Hard Drive 
or High-Definition. You can easily get confused, but 
forewarned is forearmed. 

In preparing this article, I created a product matrix to 
make comparing cameras and pricing easier. I’ve provided 
a link to this useful matrix in the aforementioned 
companion blog at the Australian Macworld website, 
www.macworld.com.au. 

ARE YOU A FENCE-SITTER? 

You love your still photography. Been doing it for a long 
time. But you want to take your creativity elsewhere. 

You want to embrace digital video. Yet you don’t want 
to compromise your equipment purchasing budget by 
setting money aside for both a quality stills shooter and a 
camcorder. 

You’re in luck, because the market is marching 
increasingly to the sound of your drum. This type of 
camera represents a growth industry and already, there 
are some great choices in the semi-pro and pro price range 
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with Canon and Nikon offering great products. However, 
high-def digital video capability is increasingly filtering 
into the consumer-grade camera. 

A case in point is the Lumix FZ35, a digital stills 
camera with a quality typical of the Lumix range, 
featuring an 18x optical zoom and 12-megapixel sensor. 

It can also switch to shooting high-def video. Another 
shooter in this category is Samsung’s ST550. (See ‘Best of 
both worlds’, below.) 

ARE YOU A FLEDGLING DOCO MAKER? 

If you are ready to make the jump from a hobby to semi- 
pro activity or a full-time videography career but you 
can’t yet afford to invest in the top-shelf cameras that 
full-time broadcasters use, fear not, because there are 
some great buys that will not only fit the bill now but can 
grow with you until you’re ready for the big time. 


I asked leading cinematographer Pieter de Vries for his 
suggestion of a semi-pro camcorder worth considering for 
the camera operator thinking of a professional career. He 
points to Sony’s HVR-Z5P. 

“It’s hard to beat. It’s a worthy advancement on Sony’s 
ubiquitous ZIP model which has now been around for 
over five years,” he says. 

“The Z5P still records to tape in the HDV format, 
but can now record to an optional solid-state Memory 
Recording Unit when quick file transferring is needed. 

“However, because it records to tape, it has a relatively 
straightforward post-production path and for this reason 
is well suited to longer-form documentary shooting. 

“A stunning 20x lens, easy-to-use manual controls, pro 
XLR sound inputs, a solid build plus ... it just looks good.” 

The HVR-Z5P is priced at about $7000. The memory 
unit is an extra $1300. ^ 
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O BEST of both worlds 

The dual-mode camera is finding an increasing 
level of interest in the Australian market, with 
manufacturers adding models whose first 
duty is to capture high-quality photos yet also 
provide the ability to switch into video mode to 
capture high-def footage. 

Canon’s 5D Mark II was the camera that first 
opened the market’s eyes to the creative 
possibilities. Able to shoot full high-def, 
the chief appeal of the Mk II was access to 
Canon’s range of top-quality, interchangeable 
photographic lenses combined with a full- 
sized CMOS sensor, providing videographers 
with a cinematographic tool akin to shooting 
with a 35mm film camera. 

Just one problem. The 5d Mk II is priced at 
$4799 (body only) putting it out of the reach 
of most non-professional shooters. Nikon has 
released models with this capability, too, 
^ but they also lean hard on the wallet. 

So it should be welcome news that 
• this kind of camera is now available at 
x ^ more consumer-friendly prices. 

Panasonic’s Lumix DMC-FZ35 
is one. 

With a price tag of $769, 
the FZ35 offers the imaging 
creativity enjoyed by the Mk 
M’s users. Well, up to a point. The 
FZ35 has a smaller sensor than the 
/ Mk II. It also shoots at a maximum 
video resolution of 1280 x 720 pixels 
(720p). The Mk II shoots at 1920 x 1080 
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pixels (1080p). So technically, there’s a world 
of difference between the two. However, the 
creative possibilities are similar. 

For a start, there’s the 18x zoom lens on the 
FZ35, which in 35mm-equivalent terms extends 
from a 27mm wide angle view out to almost the 
reach of a 500mm lens. 

Video I shot with this camera showed a 
granularity that comes from a smaller sensor 
but overall it was very agreeable, handling 
colours as well as a conventional camcorder 
does. It has terrific potential for recording all of 
a family’s special moments. 

A camera in this class is primarily for capturing 
photographs, but its video capabilities make it 
a genuine two-for-the-price-of-one proposition 
that should appeal to buyers torn between 
buying a stills camera or a camcorder. 

Recently, Samsung introduced its ST550 with 
720p capability. The Olympus E-PI is another. 
You can expect more cameras of this type in 
the near future. 

Given the competitive nature of the industry, the 
feature-vs-cost tussle should bring even better 
high-def shooters to the hybrid stills/video 
category in the coming year. 

This is a market segment worth keeping an eye 
on, even for buyers who would normally only 
consider a conventional camcorder, because 
what these cameras show is that it’s a lot easier 
to make a good stills camera that takes great 
video than it is to make a good video camera 
that also captures stills. 
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Swiss Army Finder 


Hojjnks 

ech.con 


1 

www.cocoatech.com 


F eatures, features, features. 
That’s what’s wrong with OS 
X’s Finder. It’s desperately 
short of features. Its functionality has 
barely changed in too many years 
and while the Snow Leopard version 
of Finder gives users a bit more of 
the snappy, it doesn’t have anywhere 
near the flexibility a modern file 
browser/manager should offer. 

Thus, Finder is, as of Snow 
Leopard, officially dead to me. From 
now on, my tool of choice for seek- 
find-use-and-destroy is the amazing 
PathFinder, from Cocoatech, which 
has been in my apps folder for about 
two years. 

Two years? Astonishing, isn’t it? 
That’s how long I’ve been holding 
out for Apple to apply some whiz- 
bangery to OS X’s Finder while 
resisting the urge to launch PF every 
session. I can wait no longer. 

PF has so many features far 
and above Finder that describing it 
sounds like a late-night infomercial. 
Sorry, no steak knives. 

The first thing to know about PF 
is that you can make a visit to its 

Especially sweet is the 
ability to customise PF’s 
contextual menu.” 



richly featured Preferences menu and 
instruct it to launch itself when you 
start your computer and - here’s my 
favourite bit - to quit Finder. 

Have you ever tried explaining to 
someone via email or in a web forum 
how to locate an obscure file, such as 
one you might find in the Application 
Support folder? And then gnashed 
your teeth typing ‘‘/Library/Application 
Support/Adobe Systems/1.21.005”? 
Gnash no more. PF lets you copy a 
file’s path. 

Just select a file, right-click on it 
to select Copy Path (or visit the Edit 
menu) and the path is copied to your 
clipboard. You can specify the path to 
be notated as UNIX, HFS, Windows, 
Terminal, URL or Name. 

PF offers a superior method of 
moving files from one location to 
another. In Finder, if you have some 
files buried in your documents folder 
and you want to move them to an 
external drive, you know there are a 
few ways of doing it, but they’re all a 
bit clunky. 

In PF, there’s a terrific feature 
called the Drop Box. It’s a clipboard 
with a drop zone parked at the top 
of the sidebar into which you can 
drag as many files as you like, then 
navigate to your target folder, and 
selectively drag them in. 

Better yet is the ability to split PF’s 
browser in two and see the contents 
of your source folder and your 
destination folder at the same time. 

AMW readers may know I’m a fan 
of Whatsize? This app displays the 
size of files and folders on your drive 
in order to ferret out the hogs worth 
deleting to free up disk space. PF 
has a size browser built in. No need 
to buy a special app to do the job or 
use Terminal commands to list files; 
although if you do want to put the “Is” 


command to work in Terminal, PF 
has a Terminal window that slides out 
from its bottom edge. You just click 
on the handle at the bottom of the PF 
browser to invoke it. 

It’s about now I feel compelled to 
reveal why I’ve been holding off on 
using PF as a permanent replacement 
to Finder. It is a little buggy. 

Developer Steve Gehrman, the 
human component of Cocoatech, 
has done an amazing job of building 
features into PF but for as long as I’ve 
used PF, it’s always been the tiniest 
bit buggy. But you know what? No 
more so than Finder, in my opinion. 

Also, PF doesn’t play very nicely 
with share drives, so if you’re part of 
a workgroup, or use a NAS drive, PF 
may present more hassles than it’s 
worth, though you might still choose 
to trial PF to balance its features 
against its bugs for yourself. 

Especially sweet is the ability 
to customise PF’s contextual 
menu, enabling quick access to 
many commands that make file 
management with PF such a joy. 

Not only can you selectively insert 
commands into the contextual 
menu but shift their position as 
well, putting your favourite or most 
commonly used commands at the 
top of the list. 

This feature run-down barely 
touches the sides of PF’s 
capabilities. While I’m sure some 
who use it will find the myriad options 
overwhelming, I’m equally sure that 
users after the Swiss Army knife of file 
browsers will embrace PathFinder. 

You can try it for 30 days, then 
buy it for US$39.95 (about $47) or 
upgrade from the 4.x version for 
US$19.95 (about $23). The latest 
version, 5.5, is Snow Leopard- 
compatible. ^ 
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Meet Bento. 

Organise contacts, track projects, plan events and more - all in one place! 




Bento 3 

)rgamzo contacts, track projects, plan events and more! 


Savanna 


Donnovan 
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New Bento® 3 includes iPhoto integration, built-in security 
options, multi-user sharing, and much more! 

Bring together Address Book, iCal, Mail, iPhoto and more! 

Now you can organise your important information-from contacts and calendars, 
to emails and events, to files and photos-all in one place. 

The perfect complement to your spreadsheet. 

If you're managing lists in Microsoft Excel or iWork Numbers, you can easily 
bring them into Bento to view your information in beautiful Bento forms, get easy 
iTunes-style searching, instant sorting, quick summary stats, and much more! 




Get organised with style. 

Choose from 35 pre-designed templates included with Bento, import templates 
from others, or create your own forms using beautiful themes designed by 
Mac artists. 


Bento is available at an Apple Store near you, or buy online at www.filemaker.com.au/bentoMac 

Just AU$79 (inc GST) 

Upgrade Rebate Offer: Bento 1 and 2 owners can save AU$25 or NZ$30 on Bento 3. 

Offer expires 28/01/2010 


© 2009 FileMaker, Inc. All rights reserved. FileMaker, the file folder logo, Bento and the Bento logo are registered trademarks of 
FileMaker, Inc. in the US and other countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. 
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NORTH, SOUTH, EAST, WEST ... 

By Tim Finn 
Capitol/EMI Music 


You realise just how vast Tim Finn’s repertoire is when you 
look at the track listing on this 34-track anthology album. 

It covers all the years through Split Enz, Crowded House, 
The Finn Brothers and his solo career, and features some 
rarities and four new songs. Tim’s touring Australia this 
month and December. - DB 



LIGHT 

By Matisyahu 
Sony Music 


Recently touring the east coast of Australia, Matisyahu is 
an American Hasidic Jew who blends reggae with hip hop 
and emerges with an original, engaging, refreshing and 
positive sound. There are elements of mainstream reggae, 
dancehall, ska, rap, rock and pop here, with every track 
demanding repeated listening. - DB 


MATISYAHU 



BEEN WAITING 

By Jessica Mauboy 
Sony Music 


Not being a tan of Australian Idol products I’d more or less 
written Jessica Mauboy off until Running Back started 
playing while my iPod was on shuffle. Wow. This Darwin 
girl has proved she can really sing, and gives Beyonce a 
run for her money. Watch out for her in the movie Bran Nue 
Dae in January. - DB 




BEAUTIFUL LOSERS 

Madman 

Aaaah... street art. Don’t you just love 
it? Or hate it? There’s not much middle 
ground. This doco looks at a 1990s 
New York artists collective who began 
producing works based on graffiti, 
skateboarding, hip hop, punk and street 
fashion. A really interesting look at how 
something can come from nothing. - DB 


v_ j 

r ^ 

ANGELS & DEMONS 

Sony Pictures 


A fast plot where modern science meets 
ancient Catholic rites written by bestselling 
author Dan Browne, with top actors in Tom 
Hanks and Ewan McGregor, plus a top 
director in Ron Howard -Angels & Demons 
has everything to make a great movie. And it 
is. In parts better and worse than The Da Vinci 
Code, it's definitely worth buying. - DB 


SOME MAD HOPE 

By Matt Nathanson 
Vanguard/EMI Music 


Matt Nathanson isn’t a name I’d heard before his recent 
tour. But it’s one I’ll remember. He’s an accomplished 
folk-rocker whose work ranges from the kind of emotionally 
charged ballads that go so well with TV dramas like E.R. to 
songs that rock out with finesse. Think Jack Johnson, Pete 
Murray or John Mayer. - DB 
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GAMES 


Reviews by 
Dave Bullard, Chris Oaten, 
Chris Holt, Peter Cohen 
and Tim Mercer 


SAMSON & DELILAH 

Madman 


A 


PLATFORM: Mac PUBLISHER: Feral Interactive 



A stunning, award-winning Australian 
movie, Samson and Delilah is a deeply 
affecting film about two Aboriginal teenagers 
(first-timers Rowan McNamara and Marissa 
Gibson) who turn their backs on their 
homes after Delilah is blamed for a death. 
Homeless in an uncaring Alice Springs, they 
find love in deep adversity. You'll think about 
it for weeks. - DB 


Players of The Sims, Rollercoaster, or Zoo Tycoon 
will feel right at home here. The challenge is to 
build a successful movie studio/empire. Construct 
a studio, manage your stars’ careers, and produce 
good movies to survive. I found myself entirely 
immersed before very long. Sim players should find 
this addictive. Price: $79.95 - CO 



PLATFORM: iPhone/iPod touch PUBLISHER: Benjamin Padget 


This space-based war parodies the campiness 
of arcade games long gone. Tapping on a point in 
space will send a missile there. Double tap on 
your satellites and they’ll deploy temporary shields. 
And drag your finger to send up an entire array 
of missiles. It’s simple, it’s great fun, and it’s 
accurate. Price: $2.49 - CH 



f ~\ 

DARWIN’S LOST PARADISE 

Madman 


PLATFORM: Mac PUBLISHER: Namco 


A highly engaging and beautifully shot 
documentary on Charles Darwin’s voyage 
of discovery aboard the surprisingly small 
HMS Beagle in the 1830s. With excellent 
and believable reconstructions, it looks at 
the time Darwin began forming his theory 
of evolution and how it’s affected modern 
science. - DB 


Twenty-seven years after hitting arcades, BurgerTime 
has been resurrected as a casual game. Race 
through a maze of platforms and ladders to assemble 
burgers, collect power-ups, and avoid death. It has 
some charm but it is buggy and overpriced. If you 
must have it, you can get it at Macgamestore.com. 
Price: US$19.95 (about$24) -PC 
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PLATFORM: iPhone PUBLISHER: RAKE IN GRASS 


This addictive tap shooter is a take on the wild west 
shoot-out. It requires a quick eye and even quicker 
thumbs to dispatch the nasty bandits threatening the 
townsfolk. Just tap bandits to shoot them before they 
can shoot you. The game offers three difficulty levels - 
Good, Bad and Ugly - and has awesome sound effects 
and soundtrack. Price: $1.19 - TM 
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The fifth-generation iPod 
nano is a compelling upgrade 
to an already solid and 
affordable media player, writes 
CHRISTOPHER BREEN. 


A pple’s smallest screen-bearing iPod, the nano, 
has evolved in an impressive fashion. A highly 
capable and affordable performer in its previous 
two iterations, the fifth-generation (5G) iPod nano adds the 
kind of useful and entertaining features that will compel 
someone on your Christmas list to sidle up and wheedle, 
“You know what I’d really like this year?” 

Those features include a video camera and microphone 
mounted on the back of the iPod, an FM radio with 
buffering and iTunes Tagging capabilities, a larger screen, 
a built-in speaker, expanded accessibility support, and a 
pedometer for keeping track of your footsteps. Additionally, 
the $199 (8GB) and $249 (16GB) nanos come in an array 
of nine bright colours: silver, black, purple, blue, green, 
orange, yellow, pink and [Product] Red. 


& 



ON THE OUTSIDE 

The dimensions of the 5G nano are identical to that of its 
predecessor, the fourth-generation (4G) iPod nano. Yet, 
hold the two side-by-side and the 5G iPod appears to be 
taller than its sibling. Place them on a table and the illusion 
disappears. What creates this illusion is the 5G’s 2.2-inch 
(diagonal) display - slightly bigger than the 2in screen 
found on the 4G nano. The difference may not sound like 
much, but when you compare the two, you see that Apple 
has taken advantage of the extra space by enlarging the 
fonts and placing a little more space between menu items 
(as well as placing more items on the screen, in some cases). 

To accommodate the longer screen, Apple moved the 
clickwheel down a bit as well as made it a little smaller. Its 
position and size make it no more difficult to use than the 
previous nano. 
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Apple iPod 
nano 5G 

Apple, www.apple.com.au 

Pros Larger display; video camera 
and microphone; built-in video 
effects; buffered FM radio with 
iTunes Tagging; pedometer. 


Cons Video shot indoors looks 
poor; FM reception adequate but 
not great; same old earbuds. 


RRP 8GB $199; 16GB $249 


mi 


If the iPod you own is starting 
to look a little limited, this 
is the present to ask for this 
Christmas.” 


The other major difference you’ll notice is that if you press 
Play without connecting your headphones, the 5G nano will 
play audio through an internal speaker. Its sound quality 
is comparable to that of the iPod touch - very tinny and 
useful only for previewing songs or, if you’re desperate, 
listening to the audio for the movie you’ve just shot. 

VIDEO CAMERA 

The feature that has garnered the greatest attention is the 
nano’s video camera, which is likely to be used in situations 
where you don’t care a great deal about the quality of what 
you shoot. 

Using the camera couldn’t be much easier. Just choose 
Video Camera from the nano’s main menu, press the Centre 
button, and the nano’s display becomes a viewfinder. Press 
Centre again and it starts recording. Unlike most pocket 
camcorders, it does not display a red recording light on 
the front of the ‘camera’ nor make a noise when it starts 
recording. For those concerned about privacy as it relates to 
video taken on the sly, this could be an issue. 

You can also add effects to video as you shoot it. If 
you’ve ever used the video effects in Apple’s Photo Booth or 
iChat, you have a good idea of what these things do. 

When you plug a 5G nano that contains recorded video 


clips into a Mac, iPhoto opens by default and offers to 
import the clips. Video is encoded in 640-by-480 resolution 
using the H.264 video codec, with 44.1kHz AAC audio, at a 
total data rate in the range of 2500 to 2800 kbps. 

If you prefer to shoot in portrait mode, just turn the nano 
upside down. It understands that it’s standing on its head 
and when you transfer the video to iPhoto, the clips will 
appear right-side up. Clever. 

In my testing, much of what it shot looked drab. Indoors, 
under natural light, the nano failed to pick up detail and 
stuck with its blue tendencies. Under lamplight at night, 
its results were just poor - full of noise, washed out, and 
producing unhealthy skin tones. 

But it’s not a dedicated pocket camcorder - it happens to 
come with a fairly outstanding media player. (Note that you 
can’t use the nano’s camera to take still photos, only video.) 

MUSIC AND VIDEO 

With all the talk of the new nano’s video camera and 
exercise features, it’s easy to forget that it’s primarily a 
media player. And as such, it performs as you’d expect a 
modern iPod nano should. 

I plugged several pairs of headphones into the new 
nano and I was as pleased as ever with the sound, playing 
MP3, AAC, and AIFF files. I then connected it to my Sonos 
system’s Line In port and was just as happy with what came 
out of the attached B8tW speakers. 

SPEECH AND RECORDING 

The 5G iPod nano retains the Spoken Menus feature of the 
4G but also adds a separate VoiceOver feature. With this 
engaged, you can hear the name of the currently playing tune 
within the Now Playing screen by pressing the Centre button. 

You don’t have to be visually impaired to find this 
useful. VoiceOver is a far safer way to learn the name of a 
song and its artist than taking your eyes off the road while 
driving with an iPod. 

The nano’s been able to record Voice Memos with a 
compatible microphone since the second-generation model. 
What is new is that you no longer need a microphone 
to record these memos, and the recordings are saved as 
128kbps AAC stereo files. The previous nano saved files in a 
mono Apple Lossless format. 

Note that you needn’t flip the nano around and shout at 
the mic to make yourself heard: the mic will pick up your 
voice either way. However, if you do speak into the back of 
the iPod you’ll get better results - both in terms of volume 
and representation of your voice. 

One of the more unexpected features that arrived with 
the 5G nano is FM radio. This is a feature that some users 
have been clamoring for since day one, and Apple has 
finally relented. But, typical of Apple, this is more than the 
standard FM radio you find in other MP3 players. 

Sure, you can tune the radio from 87.5 to 107.9, add 
favorite stations and scan for stations. 
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But what makes this radio interesting is that you can ‘pause’ 
and buffer 15 minutes of radio playback. To test the radio I 
plugged the nano into my car’s auxiliary input jack, chose 
a station, and headed to the local petrol emporium. As I 
stepped out of the car I pressed the Play/Pause portion of 
the clickwheel to pause the playing station. I filled the tank, 
paid the bill, jumped back into the car, pressed Play/Pause 
on the nano, and the broadcast picked up where it left off 
without a discernible change in the quality of the audio. 

For fun, I pressed Play/Pause to stop playback. This 
produced a timeline with a time readout above it - 1:51 
AM, for example. I then swiped my finger counterclockwise 
around the clickwheel to rewind back in time (up to 15 
minutes). To move forward, I pressed Play/Pause and swiped 
in a clockwise manner. 

You can’t save any of this audio or sync it back to your 
computer. Once 15 minutes has elapsed, the buffer begins to 
empty, dropping the oldest audio as new audio is buffered. 

Another unique feature of the nano’s radio is its ability 
to save iTunes tags, but we won’t cover that here as iTunes 
Tagging isn’t available in Australia. 

The 5G nano allows you to choose from among five 
radio regions - Australia, America, Asia, Europe and Japan 
- making it a reliable international companion. Since 
the nano doesn’t have a built-in antenna, you must have 
something plugged into the nano’s headphone port for the 
radio to work-a set of headphones or audio cable will do. A 
dock won’t, however. 

And how does the radio sound? It really depends on 
the strength of the frequency you’re tuned into. I found 
the reception far better than the radio on an older SanDisk 
Sansa player I own but not as good as my car radio. 


PEDOMETER 

The 5G nano’s pedometer isn’t a replacement for the Nike+ 
hardware - a kit that uses your stride length to calculate 
and compare workout data. The nano’s pedometer works 
with the accelerometer to measure the steps you take - a 
bump will count as a step as far as the nano is concerned. 

To use it, choose Fitness from the Extras screen, select 
Settings from the Fitness screen, select a daily step goal, 
weight, and screen orientation; choose Pedometer; and start 
moving. The Pedometer will keep track of the number of 
steps you take, estimate the number of calories burned, and 
track the time it’s been engaged. 

To stop a session, press the Centre button and return 
to the Settings screen. You can then choose History and 
see how many steps you’ve taken and how many calories 
you’ve burned on a given calendar day. 

When you sync the nano, its pedometer data will be 
copied to your computer and, optionally, synced to the 
Nike+ Active site. 

Australian Macworld’s buying advice. The 4G iPod nano 
was an incremental update to the 3G nano that preceded 
it - new form, new colors, better storage, Genius playlist 
support, Spoken Menus, and an accelerometer. A fine, but 
hardly earthshaking, update. 

The 5G iPod nano is different. A video camera, built-in 
microphone, and buffered FM radio make this iPod nano a 
far more functional, flexible, and entertaining iPod than its 
predecessor. It’s a compelling upgrade to an already solid 
and affordable media player. If the iPod you own is starting 
to look a little limited, this is the present to ask for this 
Christmas. ^ 
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SWITCHER SENSEI 
DAVID BRAUE 
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wwiv.macosxautomation.com/serv/cec/iParn 
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Let your Mac do the walking 


I f you’re a fan of right-clicking, 
you’ve probably noticed that 
some Windows functions aren’t 
implemented in Mac OS X - for 
example, the ability to right-click a file 
to email it. Fortunately, there’s a way to 
fix this: Automaton a powerful scripting 
language that allows you to operate 
applications by remote control. 

In Leopard, Automator can be used 
to create scripts - which are run by the 
Automator application - or standalone 
applications, onto which files can be 
dragged and dropped for action. 

Snow Leopard’s Automator can 
also create system services, which 
are linked to specific applications or 
file types and are available from every 
application’s eponymous toolbar 
menu or by right-clicking in Finder. 

For now, we’ll use Automator to 
add the equivalent of Windows’ right- 
click-to-email-a-file option. 

Open Finder, click on Applications, 
then double-click on Automator. 
Templates include Workflow (a series 
of steps to run within Automator), 
Application, Service, Folder Action 
(initiated whenever a file is added to 
a watched folder), and plugins for 
use while printing, when an iCal event 
occurs, or when importing pictures 
via Image Capture (NB: Leopard’s 
options are different). 

Choose Application, and you’ll get 
an empty window next to a dictionary 
of actions made available by Mac OS 
X and some third-party applications. 

Drag actions to the right-hand 
window and they’ll be executed in 
sequence. Each action takes files, 
text, or other information as an input, 
performs the action, and then feeds 
the result to the next action in the 
sequence. 

To create a new email, click on 
‘Mail’ and drag ‘New Mail Message’ 


into your workflow (if you’re using 
Entourage, choose ‘Create New 
Entourage Mail Message’). Click 
‘Description’ and you’ll see that New 
Mail Message adds any filenames fed 
to it as attachments. (If you’re making 
an Automator workflow, you’ll need to 
add the step Files & Folders > Get 
Selected Finder Items first). 

That’s it. To test your new action, 
open a Finder window and select 
one or two small files. Click back on 
Automator and click the Run button in 
the top right-hand corner. Mail should 
create a new message and add your 
files as attachments; Automator log 
will confirm each step completed 
correctly. If you get errors, walk 
through your steps again. 

To make your Automator action 
accessible from Leopard, click on File 
> Save As Plug-In, then choose Finder 
as the type and give it a name. Select 
a file or files in Finder, then right-click 
and choose Automator and the name 
of your action, and it will execute. 

Snow Leopard offers tighter 
integration of Automator actions 
by allowing creation of Mac OS X 
services. 

To create a service, choose the 
Services template when you start 
Automator, then drag your steps 
into the pane as described. Set 
‘Service receives selected’ to ‘files 
or folders’ and ‘in’ to ‘Finder’. Save 
with Command-S, and Mac OS X will 
publish the service so it’s available 
when you right-click in Finder. 

If you save your Automator workflow 
as an application, you can store that 
application anywhere and kick it off by 
dragging and dropping files onto it, or 
just running it while files are selected in 
Finder. Drag and drop your application 
into Finder’s top toolbar and it will 
always be accessible. 



Experiment with 
Automator, and you’ll 
find many amazing 
features for automating 
your workflow.” 

Automator doesn’t only work with 
files: Services can receive (and act 
on) text from any application, phone 
numbers, videos and more. 

Experiment with Automator, and 
you’ll find many amazing features for 
automating your workflow. 

In the example here, we’ve built 
a Snow Leopard service that makes 
small versions of selected photos, 
attaches them to a new email 
message, then makes a PDF with the 
small images and attaches it as well. 

Note the use of Set Value of 
Variable to store the locations of 
the small images, then Get Value of 
Variable to retrieve those locations and 
feed them to the Add Attachments to 
Front Message action. 13 . 
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Loewe Reference Mediacenter. Loewe 
makes excellent, if expensive, gear, and its latest 
offering looks like it continues the tradition. The 
award-winning Reference Mediacenter serves as a 
media hub, handling media from iPhones, iPods, 
internet radio, a local area network, USB, CD, DVD 
and FM radio. Available in January. 


* Bose Mobile On-Ear Headset. Using 
microphone-equipped earbud sets with your 
iPhone is all very well, but far higher-quality 
audio is now available with this Bose model. It 
combines Bose’s on-ear headphones with an 
omnidirectional inline mic for the best of all 
worlds, and folds flat for easy transport. 

RRP: $299 

Bose Australia 

www.bose.com.au 




GADGET 

GUIDE 


Gear, gizmos and goodies for 
your Mac, iPhone or iPod. 



OWC Mercury On-The-Go Pro 
750GB. OWC is targeting mobile workers such 
as pro photographers with its FireWire 800/400 
and USB 2.0 bus-powered (no AC adaptor 
needed) portable hard drive. The pocket-sized 
rocket comes in 750GB capacity, spins at 
5200rpm and delivers data transfer speeds of up 
to 100MB per second. 

RRP: US$269.99 (about $306) 

OWC 

www.macsales.com 


RRP: TBA 

Audio Products Group 

www.audioproducts.com.au 



keyboard harbours more germs than a toilet 
seat made us sit up and take notice of this new 
cleaning compound. It’s like Silly Putty that traps 
and sucks in dirt and germs as you press it on or 
roll it over your keyboard, your phone or even your 
car interior. 

RRP: $6.95 zip bag; $9.95 cup 

Headstart: (03) 9862 9600 

www.cyberclean.ch 
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* Case-Mate Recession Case. Need an ; 
iPhone case but hit by the global financial crisis? 

Enter Case-Mate’s Recession Case! It’s cardboard 

r 

and you have to fold it yourself, but it’s very cheap 
and very, very cool. As Case-Mate says, you can 
even use it to microwave small pizzas, but they 
don’t guarantee the taste. 

RRP: US99c (about $1.12) each; US$7.99 
(about $9) for 10 

Case-Mate 

www.case-mate.com 




by KB Covers, simply plugs into a USB port 
on your MacBook or keyboard and can be 
angled using the flexible stem. It’s available 
in Bright White or Warm Yellow versions, and 
has low and high settings. 

RRP: $29.90 

Intraware Australia 

www.intraware.com.au 


^ MusicSkins. Looking for a different way 
to jazz up and personalise your MacBook, 
iPod or iPhone? MusicSkins have a selection 
of premium 3M vinyl skins available at their 
online store ranging from music-related 
themes to great art and Barack Obama. 

RRP: from US$15 (about $17) 

MusicSkins 

www.music-skins.com 
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MACWORLD Product special 


CASE STUDIES 

It’s tough buying a bag or case for your MacBook without being able 
to test it. Australian Macworld takes five of the latest on the road. 



Booq Boa3M. A very classy looking, pod¬ 
like backpack-style bag; there wasn’t anything we 
didn’t like about the Boa3 in our road test. It’s very 
well made, with a water-repellant ballistic nylon 
exterior, outsize zips, very comfortable straps and 
well-thought-out compartments and pockets. The 
padded laptop compartment, accessed via its own 
exterior zip, has removable padded inserts so it will 
fit any MacBook from 13in to 17in. The main and 
front compartments are loaded with pockets for all 
your goodies, and there are three smaller exterior zip 
pockets. It doesn’t look that big from the outside but, 
like Dr Who’s Tardis, there’s a lot you can stuff into it. 
Quite pricey, but worth it for the quality. 

RRP: $299 

Powermove 

www.powermove.com.au 
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* Targus Dual-Purpose Hardsided 
Slipcase for MacBook. The name says it all, really. 
For good protection, this case has a strong, black EVA 
outer shell and an orange foam interior - and the latter 
is studded with bumps for better heat dispersion. A 
Velcro-secured flap provides quick access from the top, 
and a zip around the remaining three sides undoes so it 
can open like a clamshell around your laptop. Nothing 
new here, but the case is very well made, comfortable 
to use as a ‘lapdesk’, and feels like it should last a long 
time - in fact, Targus offers a limited lifetime warranty. 
Available in 13in, 15in and 17in sizes. 

RRP: from $64.95 

Targus 

www.targus.com/au/ 
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+ STM Sonic. Made for 15in laptops, the STM Sonic 
brings back memories of the 70s with its navy-blue vinyl 
edged with white piping. It even has a green go-faster 
stripe on the side. So if you’re into the retro look, look no 
further. It’s a simple shoulder bag with one main zippered 
compartment containing a padded laptop section secured 
by a Velcro strap. There’s a second, smaller zipped front 
pocket which contains five pockets for your stationery and 
gadgets, and an A4-sized outer pocket secured by a fairly 
ineffectual Velcro dot. It’s quite different to other STM bags 
we’ve owned, but fills a hole in the company’s range. 

RRP: $129.95 

STM 

www.stmbags.com 


* Mojo sleeve. The Mojo crew started making 
this mid-range sleeve after finding they were either 
“paying too much for something cheep and tacky, or 
way too much for something way over the top”. With 
a synthetic PU leather outer and antistatic cloth inner, 
the sleeve is a simple stitched compartment with a 
Velcro-secured flap at one end. Not much else to say, 
really, except it feels nice and looks classy. Available in 
Cream, Tan, Red, Brown or Dark Chocolate, and in 13in 
and 15in sizes. All are the same price. 

RRP: $49 

Mojo 

www.mojo.net.au _ 


* Crumpler The Considerable 
Embarrassment’. Made for 15in laptops, (and 
still good for 13in models as well) The Considerable 
Embarrassment has a padded laptop area inside 
the main compartment, which also has all the usual 
hidey-holes for pens, iPods, etc. And there’s a 
zipped front compartment which will take A4 folders 
or similar. So it’s not too well stocked with pockets 
and sections, but is still the ideal student bag. It’s 
lightweight, comfortable to carry and the main flap is 
secured by both clips and Velcro for added security. 
Comes in six pleasing colours. We’ve bought 
Crumpler bags for the design and quality, but we’d 
buy them just for the names! 

RRP: $140 

Crumpler 

www.crumpler.com.au 


AMW has three great Booq bags and cases 
to give away this month: The $99 Taipan 
Slimcase S for the 13in MacBook or MacBook 
Air (left); the $69 Vyper M3 moulded hard 
sleeve for the 15in MacBook Pro (front); and 
the $149 Mamba Saddle shoulder bag for the 
13in MacBook or 15in MacBook Pro (right). All 
are black. 

To enter, send an email with the subject 
line BOOQ to amwcomp@niche.com.au 
and answer the question: When was Booq 
Australian distributor Powermove established?. 
Please also tell us your name and daytime 
phone number, and which bag you would 
prefer to receive if you win. 
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Introducing the 

Sonos ZonePlayer S5 


□ Available on the iPhone 

AppStore 


...what’s on my iPod isn’t enough. 

...I have more rooms than earbuds. 

...I hate wires. 

...I care about sound. 

...iPhones weren’t meant to sit in docks. 


Because music rocks my world. 


Just $799 

Because 

























The all-in-one wireless music system you control with 
your iPhone. 

The Sonos ZonePlayer S5 is a high-performance wireless music system 
that delivers superior sound, unlimited music, and endless enjoyment 
— all over the house. Best of all, you can control it all right from your 
iPhone™ or iPod® touch with the free Sonos Controller for iPhone app. 
Now music lovers can quickly find and play any song from iTunes® and 
the Internet—in any or every room. 

Crystal-clear, room-filling sound 

The S5 has 5 integrated speakers powered by 5 dedicated digital 
amplifiers. With 2 tweeters, 2 mid-range drivers and 1 subwoofer, the 
S5 delivers crystal-clear, room-filling sound that rivals much larger, 
more complicated audio equipment. 




/" 

\ 

Connect to a world of music 
from iTunes and the Internet 


Your iTunes library. 

Play your entire music library, like iTunes, 
that’s stored on a computer - not just what 
fits on your iPod. 

iTunes 

Free Internet radio. 

Tune in to 25,000 Internet radio stations, 
shows and podcasts - free of charge and 
pre-loaded on Sonos. 

® INTERNET 

(OD RADIO 

Music services. 


Stream millions of songs and stations direct from the Internet to 
the rooms of your choice — no computer required. Just pick a 

room, find a song and touch play. 


V___ 

J 


CsoTTo s)* 

All the music you want. All over your house. 


To see a demo or find a store, visit www.playback.com.au 

or call directly (03) 9874 0800 to learn more. 
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DANNY GOROG 


Killer productivity apps 


P roductivity apps are my 
very favourite category of 
apps. There’s nothing like 
downloading a new one and hoping 
it will suddenly change your life 
from being a disorganised mess to 
one where every bit of information 
is neatly filled away and instantly 
retrievable. 

While the word productivity can 
mean different things, in this context, 
111 take it to mean any app that helps 
me organise information that doesn't 
belong in any of the included iPhone 
apps, or in the case of one of the 
apps, Simplenote, is a better version 
of the one Apple includes. 

Without further ado, here are my 
favourite productivity apps: 

Groceries ($5.99) 

There’s nothing I need more than a 
list of things I need to buy for home. 
Whether it’s just the simple stuff, like 
bread and milk, or a full-on shopping 
list, Groceries makes it easy to 
manage. 

For one, Groceries starts faster 
than other apps I’ve tried, and it’s 
simple. Adding items from its built-in 
list is near instantaneous, and if the 
item doesn't exist already you can 
add it by pressing the green plus next 
to the text input. 

Unlike other similar apps, Groceries 
also supports multiple shopping lists. 

I find this useful because it means 
I can have one shopping list for the 
supermarket, and another for the 
hardware store. (I know what you're 
thinking, you're a geek, why do you 
need a hardware store!) 

But the feature I truly love about 
Groceries is its ability to share 
shopping lists. 

That means my wife can create 
and email a list to me, and Groceries 


will import it for me to use. Again, 
other apps let you export lists, but 
none let you re-import those lists 
back into the app. 

Things ($12.99) 

As Groceries is to my shopping list, 
Things is to my to-do list. 

Things falls under what I call the 
‘GTD’ category of productivity apps; 
it's all about Getting Things Done. 



^ Today C) > 

g Next > 

""" Scheduled 
Prff Someday 

Q Projects O > 




Apple* 




Bread 
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Butter 

(>) 


Sugar 

(>) 


Home 



their relevant project (like home 
improvements). 

If you find yourself using Things a 
lot you can also invest in the desktop 
version which syncs (over Wi-Fi) with 
Things for iPhone. 

Simplenote ($2.49) 

Many of the apps Apple include 
on the iPhone are generally good. 
Notes, the application designated 
for note taking is reasonable, but 
it's missing one important feature; 
wireless syncing. 

When I create a note on the 
iPhone I need access to it on 
my computer and vice versa; 
Simplenote takes everything good 
about Apple's Note app and wraps 
in a sync-to-web component that 
means whenever I add a note to the 
iPhone, I can access it via a website. 
Simplenote also eschews Comic 
Sans for Helvetica; a much easier 
font to deal with. 


My wife can create and 
email a list to me, and 
Groceries will import it 
for me to use.” 

Other to-do managers on the iPhone 
can make it difficult to start adding a 
task, but with Things you load it up, 
tap the + icon on the bottom toolbar 
and add your to-do. 

It can be that simple and basic if 
you want it to be. 

If you've got time, you can add 
more information and file the task in 
the Inbox, Today, Next, Scheduled 
or Someday. Most of my tasks go 
straight into the Inbox, but some 
specific tasks get filled under 


reMail ($5.99) 

If you're like me, and have a number 
of email accounts, searching for 
messages on the iPhone can be 
challenging given Mail only lets you 
search by From, To or Subject. 

Enter reMail, a slick app that 
downloads all of your Gmail or 
IMAP mail to your phone and lets 
you perform full text searches. 
reMail uses a special compression 
technology that means even the 
largest mailboxes don't take too 
much space. 

I've got more than 50,000 
messages in my Gmail account and 
it only takes 200MB. reMail only 
downloads the text of a message, 
but indicates whether an attachment 
exists, and if it does, lets you 
download it too. ^ 
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EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTOR 


"When only the best will do, buy Rocstor' 



www.monstamac.com.au 



RocPro 225 - 500GB, 1TB, 1.5TB 

Desktop and mobile 3.5" USB External Hard Drives 

The new generation of Rocpro external SATA Hard Drives deliver 
extraordinary performance and reliability for both Mac and 
PC users. Specifically designed for demanding audio/video 
professionals, the new Rocpro 225 contains a fast SATA high 
capacity 3.5"drive in a stylish and unique aluminum case that 
can be stacked or mounted vertically. Features built-in power 
supply, fan-less and quiet operation plus carrying case. 


The ArcticRoc 2T 

Tower RAID System - 5 Ports 

The Arcticroc, a highly versatile RAID system is available in a 
2-Bay model with up to 4 Terabytes of disk storage. The drives 
are Hot-Swappable, with transfer speeds of 3 Gbits/s to and from 
the host. ARCTICROC is also compatible with both Windows® and 
Macintosh® Operating Systems. 




RocPro 850 - 1TB, 1.5TB, 2.0TB 

3.5", eSATA, FW 800/400 (1394b IEEE) and USB Hard Drives 

The new generation of Rocpro external SATA Hard Drives deliver 
extraordinary performance and reliability for both Mac and 
PC users. Specifically designed for demanding audio/video 
professionals, the new Rocpro 850 contains a fast SATA high 
capacity 3.5"drive in a stylish and unique aluminum case that 
can be stacked or mounted vertically. Ultra quiet, The Rocpro 850 
can be easily moved from one desktop environment to another 
using the provided carrying case. 

The ArcticRoc 4T 

Tower RAID System - 5 Ports 
eSATA,FW800,FW400+USB 



The Arcticroc is a highly versatile RAID system (Raid 0,1,5) that is 
available in a 4-Bay Tower model with up to 8 Terabytes of disk 
storage. The drives are Hot-Swappable, with transfer speeds of 3 
Gbits/s to and from the host. ARCTICROC is also compatible with 
both Windows® and Macintosh® Operating Systems. 



RocPort ID3 - 320GB and 500GB 

Mobile (Pocket) Hard Drives with a USB Port 

Fully bus powered, Rocport ID pocket drives deliver outstanding 
performance and reliability, and available in multiple colors. 
Designed and engineered in the U.S.A. to meet the needs of 
the demanding mobile data storage market, the ROCPORT ID 
2.5"external hard drive is compatible with both Windows® and 
Macintosh® environments. 



RocPort ID9 - 320GB and 500GB 

Mobile (Pocket) Hard Drives - FW800, FW400 and USB Ports 

Rocport ID pocket drives deliver outstanding performance and 
reliability, and available in multiple colors. Designed and 
engineered in the U.S.A. to meet the needs of the demanding 
mobile data storage market, the ROCPORT ID 2.5"external 
hard drive is compatible with both Windows® and Macintosh® 
environments. 



The AIRHAWK A3 

Mobile (Pocket) Hard Drives with USB port 
320GB and 500GB 

Fully bus powered, The AIRHAWK pocket drives 
deliver exceptional performance and reliability. 
Designed and engineered to meet the needs of 
a demanding mobile data storage market. 


I The AIRHAWK A9 

FW 800, FW 400 and USB Ports 
320GB and 500GB 

Fully bus powered, The AIRHAWK pocket drives 
deliver exceptional performance and reliability. 
Designed and engineered to meet the needs of 
a demanding mobile data storage market. 


Rocstor - Made in the USA. 


AUTHORIZED RESELLERS: 

My Mac Sydney Coffs Computing Services 

Apple Premium Reseller Apple Authorised 

20 Bronte Road, Reseller 

Bondi Junction, NSW, 2026 160a Pacfic Highway 

(02) 8383 1600 Coffs Harbour 2450 

www.mymac.com.au Ph: 02 6651 5655 


Beyond the Box 
Apple Premium 
Reseller 
1 Puckle Street 
Mooneeponds 3039 
Ph: 03 93728899 


Lightforce Computers 
Apple Authorised 
Reseller 

1/10 Brigantine Street, 
Byron Bay, NSW, 2481 
(02) 6685 8796 


Talk To The Mac 
Apple Authorised 
Reseller 
32 Grafton St, 
Cairns, QLD, 4870 
(07) 4041 6000 


Xero Computing 
Apple Authorised 
Reseller 

106 Elgin Street, 
Carlton, Vic, 3053 
(03) 9347 1066 


My Mac Melbourne 
Apple Premium Reseller 
172-192 Flinders St, 
Melbourne, Vic, 3000 
(03) 9662 9666 
www.mymac.com.au 
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Wii, meet Mac 

There’s nothing that says a games console can’t be part of your Mac 
life. DAVE BULLARD explains how to use your Nintendo Wii - which isn’t 
intended to be used for media streaming - to view the movies, photos 
and music stored on your Mac. 


T 


he Wii is an amazing games 
console that has revolutionised 
the way we play videogames. 
But one thing it’s not made for is 
file sharing like the Xbox 360 and 


PlayStation 3 are. 


But there is a way to use it to view 

i, 

your Mac multimedia files on your 


TV - Riverfold Software’s Wii Transfer 

1 

(US$19, or about $22). 


It’s not much to look at, but is very 


clever in the way it gets around the 


Wii’s limitations by acting as a small 

z) O <0 I 

web server. 

::: * 

To set it up, you turn on sharing 

. • • 

in the Wii Transfer window, which will 


then display an IP address. You then 

L> 1 

go to your Wii’s Internet Channel and 

D 1 

enter the address in its Web address 

field. 


(If you don’t have the Internet 

Wii 11 


Channel, you can download it by 
going to the Wii Shop Channel and 
clicking Start > Start Shopping > Wii 
Channels > Internet Channel. It’s now 
free to download.) 

Photos. You can choose which 
albums or events to share, and 
these are chosen in a simple menu 
on the Wii. A simple slide show is 
presented, with background music of 
your choice - though only one track 
can be chosen. 

You can choose between 
proportional or full-screen display, 
though changing the settings didn’t 
seem to make any difference in our 
testing. 

Music. Files have to be first prepared 
by Wii Transfer, then loaded, a process 
which can take a minute or so. 



Wii Transfer makes the most of the Wii’s 
limited multimedia capabilities.” 


The on-screen display looks quite 
good, showing the album art on 
the left, flanked by title and artist 
info, a Pause button and a progress 
bar. 

Movies. Have to be converted to 
the Flash format in order to be 
streamed to the Wii’s web browser, 
but this is easily done by simply 
dragging-and-dropping the file 
into the WT window. In our testing 
a 50MB QuickTime movie was 
converted in six minutes. 


Playback is OK but quite pixellated, 
and the movie plays in a small 
window rather than full-screen. 

Which brings us to another 
drawback of this method: The Wii’s 
web control panel is always visible at 
the bottom of the screen. 

Miis. (the avatars you create as your 
players on the Wii) can be easily 
transferred to your Mac. See ‘All 
about Mii’. 

You can try the program for free, 
but the demo version doesn’t support 
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Wii Transfer 

Welcome to Wii Transfer 2.6.3. Still only S19. 

V Share media to Nintendo Wii over local network 



Music 


Running - http://192.168.0.15 9000 


Pictures 


G Register bookmark URL name: 

http://wiitransfcr.com/uscrname 


Saved Carnes 

Media sharing works by running a small web server inside Wii 
Miis Transfer. To connect to your movies, music, and pictures, use 

the Internet Channel on your Wii and enter the URL above. 

^ More sharing help 



the Play All and Shuffle functions 
in music playlists, there’s no audio 
included in converted movies, and 
there’s a watermark over all shared 
photos and Miis. 

To be blunt, Wii Transfer doesn’t 
deliver great audio or video quality 
- photos are over-saturated, music 
is missing a lot of information and 
sounds a bit muffled, and videos are 
pixellated. 

But while it’s definitely not as 
classy as media servers for the PS3 
and Xbox 360, Wii Transfer makes the 
most of the Wii’s limited multimedia 
capabilities. And being able to get 
your Miis off the Wii is great, 


top. Web server. 

Wii Transfer gives 
you an IP address 
which you must 
enter into your Wii’s 
Opera-powered 
Internet Channel. 


www.conexus.com.au 


ALL ABOUT Mil 


It’s very cool to make Miis on the 
Wii, so you can play games using a 
character that looks like yourself, or a 
famous person, or a person you’d like 
to look like. (The one pictured is mine, 
and not a bad likeness!) 

But you can also share your Miis 
online, or use them as your personal 
pictures on a Mac or forum. How? 

Simply by using Wii Transfer and a Bluetooth connection. 

First, load your Miis onto a Wii Remote by going to the Mii 
Channel on your Wii and clicking on the Transfer Mii button on the 
right. Choose your remote, then simply drag the Miis you want to 
load on to it by placing the cursor on them and holding down the 
A and B buttons simultaneously. 

If your Miis have wandered off (as they do) you can assemble 
them all in the same place by pressing the whistle icon at the 
bottom right of the screen. 

Then turn off your Wii (to break the Bluetooth connection), go 
to your Mac, turn on Bluetooth and choose the Miis pane in the 
Wii Transfer window. Then press the 1 and 2 buttons on the Wii 
Remote to pair it with your Mac. 

Wii Transfer automatically detects your Wii Remote and 
transfers the Miis across. Nice and easy. 

At least, it was on my iMac. My MacBook Pro absolutely 
refused to connect with the Wii Remote using Wii Transfer, but 
connected straight away when using DarwiinRemote (which lets 
you control your Mac using a Wii Remote, and which we’ll look at 
in a future issue). 

Clicking on any Mii in the Wii Transfer pane creates a jpeg file 
of the image with a size of 250 x 250 pixels, or 8.8cm square 
at 72dpi. 



DRAWN TO LIFE: THE NEXT CHAPTER 

PLATFORM: Wii PUBLISHER: THQ 


The Wii is such a great platform 
for some games, and a bit iffy 
for others. Drawn to Life falls 
somewhere in between. You 
draw a character (within strict 
boundaries), which you then 
control through an adventure. 
Other items in the game, such as 
bridges and vehicles, have to be 
drawn before you can use them. 
It’s clever, it’s fun, but it’s tricky ... 
particularly for younger kids with 
unsteady hands. Price: $69.95 
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Hit the high end 

Computer speakers with tons of class 



W e live in a world crammed 
to the gills with multimedia 
speaker systems, so it 
takes a lot to stand out. 

You need great sound, top build 
quality and fine design, and there 
aren’t that many systems on the 
shelves that meet all three criteria. 
The XS, from high-end French audio 
company Focal, is one of these rare 
beasts, and adds a reasonable price 
of a tad under $1000 into the bargain. 

It’s a 2.1-channel system, which 
means it consists of two satellite 
speakers and a powered subwoofer. 
Setup is simple: the power goes into 
the sub, two high-class cables lead 
off from there into the sats, and a 
cable leads into your Mac. 

But wait, as they say in the 
classics, there’s more. 

The right speaker has an iPod/ 
iPhone dock set into the base, just 


behind a power button and two 
volume buttons. Whack your iPod 
in there, hit Play and you’re away - 
charging and synching included. 

Even better, there’s no need to 
have it connected to a Mac, which 
alone makes this one of the best 
standalone iPod speaker systems 
you’ll find - while most systems are a 
single unit with speakers about 30cm 
apart, you can place the XS speakers 
a lot further away from each other and 
widen the soundfield considerably. 

Looks-wise, the XS set is a winner. 
The design of the sats is classy, 
and they’re finished in jet black and 
anodised aluminium to match the new 
generation of iMacs and MacBook 
Pros. And though it’s boxy, even the 
jet-black sub looks good enough to 
have on display. 

The XSs come out of China, 
unlike Focal’s more expensive 



For the price, they have a 
pure, clean sound.” 


offerings which are made in France, 
but build quality is top-class. 

For the price, they have a pure, 
clean sound with great definition. 
There’s also an accurate soundstage, 
which is tricky in speakers designed 
to sit near your head. 

They performed well both at low- 
volume, short-distance listening and 
at across-the-room party volumes, so 
they’re pretty versatile. 

The 70W RMS sub performed 
really well, providing all the boom 
that was needed without revealing its 
position under a desk. You could feel 
the waves on your feet, but that was 
actually quite pleasant. The bass level 
can be controlled via a volume knob. 

The XS’s treble is a little bit bright 
- high notes from violins or voices like 



Multimedia 
Sound System 


Focal, www.focal-fr.com 
www.audiomarketing.com.au 


Pros Great sound, looks and 
build quality 


Cons Slightly bright treble 
RRP $999 




Christina Aguilera’s can sound a bit 
thin. But here I’m judging the speakers 
from an audiophile standpoint, not as 
$999 computer speakers. 

Focal has a background in pro 
audio, so it comes as no surprise 
that the XSs are engineered for 
those working in the audio and video 
fields. 

Australian Macworld’s buying 
advice. Definitely worth a look if 
you’re in the market for a lovely- 
sounding, accurate set of multimedia 
speakers. The price might seem 
a little high, but the only ones I’ve 
preferred are the B&O BeoSound 3s 

- and they cost six times as much. ^ 

— DAVE BULLARD 
|| Parallels 
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HIGHLY RECOMMENDED 

* iLounge.com | All Things iPod 


"...the best overall iPod and iPhone audio 
system currently available at its price point' 


iHome 


STUDIO SERIES 


FEATURING BONGIOVI ACOUSTICS DPS 


iLounge 

"Looks sleek, sounds sweet" 

New York Magazine 

"The amount of added detail is astounding" 

Playboy 


The iHome® Studio Series is the first ever home audio system to feature 
the Bongiovi Acoustics Digital Power Station. This patented technology 
developed by music industry professionals, constantly scans your audio 
to restore harmonics and clarity, typically lost to compression. 

The Studio Series iPl, featuring 100 watts of power, will fill your room 
with stunning sound and make your iPod/iPhone video come alive on 
any TV. Protective speaker grilles included. 

The iHome Studio Series. Hear music as it was meant to sound. 


BONGIOVI 


ACOUSTICS 


Works with 

iPhone 


www.ihomeaudio.com/iPl 


iHome is a registered trademark of SDI Technologies, Inc. iPod is a trademark of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries. iPhone is a 
trademark of Apple Inc. Bongiovi Acoustics, Digital Power Station, and the DPS symbol are trademarks or registered trademarks of Bongiovi Acoustics, LLC. 
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Photography 

SIX 




iStockphoto offers some 
practical advice and guidance 
on capturing the perfect image 
and taking amateur shots to 
the next level. 


1. DIGITAL NOISE AND 
COLOUR DISTORTION 

Image noise is the variation of 
values in the detection process 
of your camera. Noise and colour 
distortion (or digital noise) occurs 
most frequently in uniform colour 
areas, such as skies and shadows, 
and is caused by temperature and/or 
sensitivity settings. 

With increased sensitivity, 
you should use more light to 
avoid producing noise. With long 
exposures, cameras can also 
produce hot pixel noise (stand-alone 
colour dots/pixels). 

TIPS: 

■ Use spot editing or noise filters 
and programs, such as Neat 
Image and Noise Ninja, to correct 
the problem areas without 
affecting quality and detail. 

■ Be wary of Freeware programs 
that can produce lower-quality 
results by creating a blanket 
‘watercolour’ or blurred effect. 

2. MOTION BLUR 

Motion Blur is the apparent streaking 
of rapidly moving objects in a still 
image. Any object moving with 
respect to the camera will look 
blurred or smeared along the 
direction of movement. You can 
achieve it by lowering the shutter 
speed, (1/4 to 1/15 sec) on your 
camera, to capture movement. 

TIPS: 

■ The keys things to remember are 
intention, effort and composition. 

■ Blur effects are seldom effective if 
applied to the whole image. 

■ Blurring should never compromise 
the quality of the image. 

3. SOFT FOCUS 

Soft Focus is the effect of blending 
light areas with soft blurring while 
still maintaining quality and detail. 

Historically speaking, soft focus 
is a lens flaw. But it has transformed 
into a fantastic and quite powerful 
way to create photographs. Then 
came filters to emulate that effect. 
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In the digital age, post-processing 
techniques have elevated soft focus 
into an art form. It is popular as an 
effect for glamour photography, 
because it helps eliminate 
blemishes, and in general produces 
a more glamorous photograph. 
TIPS: 

■ The key to a successful soft focus 
image is to maintain a sharp 
rendition of the most important 
details in the image while adding 
just enough processing to achieve 
the look and feel of a softer image. 

■ The simplest method of achieving 
this in processing is to use a 
blurring filter on a new layer 
(typically Gaussian blur or 
diffuse glow) and then fade the 
filter using a low opacity and an 
appropriate blending mode. 

■ Common sense and good 
taste should always guide you. 

As much as processing is fun 
and creative, too much of it will 
essentially destroy your image. 

4. CAMERA SHAKE 

While taking a photo be aware that 
lower shutter speeds do not freeze 


action as the higher settings do, 
and they make your camera more 
sensitive to shaking. 

Using a wider aperture (lower ‘F 
number) can allow you to shoot at 
a faster shutter speed, as can using 
higher-numbered film sensitivity. 

The drawbacks of these solutions 
are that a wider aperture will cause a 
shallower depth of field (DOF), and a 
higher film sensitivity may cause more 
noise. 

TIPS: 

■ If you are short of space, try using 
both hands and leaning against 
something grounded. 

■ If possible, use a tripod and 
remote trigger. 

5. ISOLATION AND 
CROPPING 

The editing process and the usability 
of an image can be affected by its 
isolation and cropping ability. 

Shooting objects on white 
backgrounds, manually removing 
backgrounds and including clipping 
paths are very useful in images for 
designers, as they are easily placed 
and manipulated for designs. 


TIPS: 

■ Keep edges clean and smooth. 

■ Built-in flash will likely create 
harsh shadows. 

■ White and black are the most 
useful colours for isolated shots. 

6. LIGHTING 

And just to wrap up on some hints 
and tips that we’ve shared previously 
... lighting is one of the most 
important aspects of photography. 

With the rise of digital cameras 
and the electronic flash, quality in 
this area has diminished. 

A built-in flash’s close location to 
the lens can cause severe shadows 
and unsightly reflections. 

TIPS: 

■ Keep in mind that great lighting 
doesn’t have to be expensive. 

■ Use bleached white cloth, paper 
or cardboard to photograph 
isolated objects. 

■ Use wax paper in front of the flash 
to subdue shadows. ^ 

— iStockphoto.com is the 
world’s leading royalty-free 
stock destination. 













MACWORLD Photography reviews 




A necdotal reports and 

feedback from Sony indicate 
the company’s venture 
into DSLRs has been a remarkable 
success. Supporting this, the 
company has fed the market with a 
stream of models to satisfy a variety 
of budgets and requirements. 

One of the latest is the Alpha 380. 

It has a 14.2 megapixel CCD and 
has a maximum image size of 4592 x 
3056 pixels - or 4592 x 2576 if you’re 
shooting 16:9 pictures. 

Images can be saved in JPEG or 
RAW as well as JPEG+RAW, written 
to Memory Stick PRO-HG Duo media, 
SD or SDHC memory cards. 

Shutter speeds run from 30 
seconds to 1/4000 second plus Bulb; 
flash sync is set at 1/160. 

If you need continuous shooting 
to capture rapid action then this 
may not be the ideal shooter for the 
task: with Live View in play, the max 
speed is 2 fps. Use the optical finder 
and the speed hits 2.5 fps. You can 
store a burst of only three frames in 
JPEG+RAW but with no limits (aside 
from card capacity) in JPEG. 

The optical finder is supported 
by a rear 6.7cm LCD screen that 


First impressions were 
that it has a very user- 
friendly interface. 


pulls away from the body and can 
tilt vertically; you can effectively line 
up a shot with the camera on the 
ground or above your head. Ouite an 
effective arrangement. 

Autofocus settings can be used 
with a matrix of nine areas, a localised 
single area or a single spot. 

The camera is compact and, with 
the kit lens attached, weighs less 
than 800 grams. 

The lens supplied with the 
review camera was a f3.5-5.6/18- 
55mm, so the zoom range can be 
considered equal to 27-83mm in 
35mm-speak. Note: this is not a 
Carl Zeiss lens. 

My first impressions were that 
the camera has a very user-friendly 
interface, with an easy-to-find Live 
View on/off button sited right next to 
the power button. 

At left, the mode dial carries 
settings for normal exposure modes 
plus useful scene modes such as 
sports, macro, portraits etc. Metering 
can be set to multi-segment, centre- 
weighted or spot. 


The familiar four-way control rocker 
gives access to flash settings, drive 
mode, display options and ISO 
settings from ISO 100 to 3200. 

Hinting at the target market for the 
camera, a new Graphic setting helps 
entry-level users to understand the 
relationship between aperture and 
shutter speed and the effect each has. 

Overall, the number of external 
buttons and control points is few, 
so the user is less likely to be 
bamboozled by a forest of techy tools. 

The Auto Brightness Control 
function monitors ambient light 
levels and auto-boosts LCD monitor 
brightness. Another attraction is 
an auto eye-starter function that 
activates the autofocus when you 
bring your eye close to the finder. 


Australian Macworld’s buying 
advice. I was agreeably surprised at 
the quality of colour and sharpness 
in the pictures I shot. This is a fine 
camera, capable of excellent work, 


— BARRIE SMITH 


Love your work 

User-friendly DSLR from Sony 


Sony Alpha 
A380 

Sony Australia, www.sony.com.au 

Pros Easy access to Live View; 
viewfinder eye detection 


Cons No video capture 


RRP Body and DTf3.5-5.6/18- 
55m SAM kit lens: $1499. Body 
with DTf3.5-5.6/18-55m SAM 
and DTf4-5.6/55-200mm SAM kit 
lenses: $1799 


MW 
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MACWORLD Secrets 


How to install Snow Leopard 

Fewer options make for simpler installation. 


W ith Snow Leopard, Apple 
has streamlined and 
simplified the process of 
installing Mac OS X. Older versions 
of OS X made you decide what kind 
of installation you wanted to perform 
before you even specified what to 
install. Those options are gone or 
hidden in Snow Leopard. 

Gone, for example, is the old 
‘Clean Install’ option - which moved 
your existing OS and system add¬ 
ons to a Previous Systems folder 
and installed a fresh copy of the OS, 
requiring a good amount of tweaking 
and transferring of files afterward. 
The ‘Erase and Install’ option is 
gone, too, though it’s possible to 
replicate it. 

Instead, Snow Leopard’s installer 
gives you a single installation 
path, which makes the process 
considerably easier. 


BEFORE YOU BEGIN 

According to Apple, to install Snow 
Leopard, you must have a Mac with 
an Intel processor, a DVD drive (or 
Leopard’s Remote Disc feature), a 
minimum of 1GB of RAM, and 5GB 
of free hard-drive space (7GB if you 
plan to install the Snow Leopard 
developer tools). Those are just the 
official requirements. I’d recommend 
2GB of RAM and at least 10GB of free 
hard-drive space. 

It’s also worth checking to see 
if your Mac needs any firmware 
updates. Similarly, if you’ve installed 
an aftermarket video card in your 
Mac, be sure to check with the card’s 
vendor to see if there are new Snow 
Leopard-compatible drivers you need 
to download and install. 

Let me also suggest that a major 
OS upgrade is the perfect chance to 
check your drives for problems, do 



some spring-cleaning, and check 
for updates for your frequently used 
software. (Don’t forget to check for 
new versions of preference panes 
and other add-ons that run in the 
background.) Also, as with any major 
software update or upgrade, you 
should be sure to back up before 
installing Snow Leopard. 

Of course, you’ll also need to get 
Snow Leopard itself. The $39 retail 
Snow Leopard upgrade disc is for 
users who already have a licence 
for Leopard (Mac OS X 10.5). Intel 
Macs running Tiger (Mac OS X 10.4) 
must buy the $229 Mac Box Set, 
which includes a full version of Snow 
Leopard bundled with the latest 
versions of iLife and iWork. 

SIMPLE STEPS, EASY 
DECISIONS 

When you insert the Snow Leopard 
DVD and double-click the Install Mac 
OS X icon, you aren’t immediately 
prompted to restart as you would 
have been in previous OS X installers. 
Instead, after you accept the licence 
agreement and choose the target 
hard drive (if you have only one disk, 
it’s selected by default), you can click 
‘Customize’ to select from a slew of 
installation options: 

Printer support. It’s much easier 
to select which printer drivers to 
install. The installer automatically 
figures out the printer models you’ve 
previously used and installs drivers 
for them. By default, it also installs 
drivers for printers it detects on your 
local network, as well as ones for 
printers Apple deems popular - 
commonly owned printers from major 
manufacturers. 

With those drivers installed, you 
should be able to use most printers 
you come across. If you regularly 
use many different printers, you can 
select the checkbox for All Available 
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Mac OS X Setup Assistant 


O 


Incompatible software 

Some of the software on your computer is incompatible with this version of Mac OS X. 
Because this software may cause problems with your computer, it has been moved. You can 
delete incompatible software that was moved. 

Incompatible software on your computer was moved to a folder named ’Incompatible 
Software” on your startup disk: 

Sony Palm 6 Sync: this version of Sony Palm Sync software is not compatible with Snow 
Leopard. 

For more information about incompatible software, see this Apple Support article: hnj^// 
suD Dort.aPDle.com/kb/HT325B . 


OK " 


Y5T1 


Some of the software on your computer is incompatible with 
this version of Mac OS X. Click More Info to review the details. 


More Info... y : 


( Continue ) 


A major OS upgrade is the 
perfect chance to check your 
drives for problems, do some 
spring-cleaning, and check for 
software updates.” 


Printers, which installs every printer 
driver on the OS X DVD. 

But even that may not be 
necessary, because Snow Leopard 
can download and install printer 
drivers on the fly. 

Additional fonts. The Additional 
Fonts option lets you install fonts 
for Arabic, Armenian, Cherokee, 
Chinese, Cyrillic, Devanagari, 

Gujarati, Hebrew, Inuktitut, Korean, 
Punjabi, Thai, and Tibetan. 

You can’t choose a subset of 
those fonts, but the whole package 
is small enough (40MB to 120MB, 
depending on the fonts you already 
have) that there’s little downside 
to installing them all. And by doing 
so, you gain a number of specialty 
fonts that could be useful even if you 
don’t communicate in any of those 
languages. 

Language translations. Support 
files that let you view menus, dialogue 
boxes, and other OS-related text 


in other languages are available 
through the Language Translations 
option. You can disable it to save a 
few hundred megabytes. You can 
also opt out of specific language 
translations; click the disclosure 
triangle to reveal the individual 
languages, and then check only the 
languages you’ll actually use. 

XII. If you need XII (the windowing 
system that gives you a graphical 
user interface for some Unix 
programs), chances are you’ll know it. 
The installation is only 64MB, though, 
so you might want to install it just in 
case. 

Rosetta. Disabled by default, 

Rosetta lets you run many PowerPC 
applications on Intel Macs. If you 
have older Mac software that never 
made the jump to Intel code, you 
should install Rosetta. 

QuickTime 7. Snow Leopard 
includes a new version of 
QuickTime that purports to offer 
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j Q' 


PB fri 3:4b KM u 


Install Mac OS X 


0 Essential System Software 

3.6 CB 

▼ 0 Printer Support 

639 MB 

y Printers Used by This Mac 



□ All Available Printers 

0 Additional Fonts 

47.3 MB 

► 0 Language Translations 

259 MB 

0X11 

64.4 MB 

C Rosetta 

1.9 MB 

0 QuickTime 7 

10.4 MB 

4.5 CB required for Installation 

Select to install software for commonly used printers, including printers from Canon. Epson, 
Lexmark. HP. and other manufacturers. This also Includes supported printers nearby on your 

network. 



^Restore Defaults A 


ifu<if<.i.ni,lM4;fi-/iiH 

wlAhttttlHIHUyADr' 


f Customize.. ^ 


;ISE 


Just be sure to perform a full backup 
before you install Snow Leopard.” 


many improvements on QuickTime 
7. However, that new version - 
QuickTime X - may not support some 
media formats that QuickTime 7 did. 
(For details, see Apple’s support 
article at support.apple.com/kb/ 
HT3775.) 

Selecting the option to install 
QuickTime 7 will give you backward 
compatibility. (If your Mac has an 
active license for QuickTime Pro 7, 
this option will be enabled by default.) 

Don’t spend too much time 
worrying about which of these 
options to install: unlike Leopard and 
earlier OS versions, Snow Leopard 
can automatically download and 
install some software on demand. 

For example, if you didn’t choose 
the All Available Printers option and 
you later try to use a printer for which 
you don’t have a driver, OS X will 
connect to the Internet and download 
the software you need. Similarly, 


if you didn’t install Rosetta or 
QuickTime 7, and you later try to open 
a program or media file that requires 
them, OS X will offer to download and 
install it on the fly. 

Also, if you forget to install 
something the first time, or if you want 
to reinstall an application, you can do 
so from the Snow Leopard DVD by 
double-clicking the ‘Optional Installs, 
mpkg’ package inside the Optional 
Installs folder. After the installer 
launches and checks your drive for 
Snow Leopard, you can choose to 
install Rosetta, QuickTime 7, fonts, 
printer drivers, language support, 
iPod support files, XII, or any of the 
stock OS X apps (Address Book, 
iCal, iChat, iTunes, Mail, Dictionary, 
or Safari). 

After choosing your options, 
click OK and then click Install, verify 
that you want to install, and enter 
an administrator username and 


password. The installation will begin 
immediately - the computer doesn’t 
need to restart first. 

Your next interaction with your Mac 
should be when it reboots with Snow 
Leopard successfully installed. (You 
might have to pair Bluetooth input 
devices again before rebooting.) 

If you’ve set up your Mac so it can 
boot into Windows via Boot Camp, 
you’ll need to use the Snow Leopard 
DVD to update your Windows drivers. 

Instead of proceeding with the 
installation as outlined above, you 
might first want to check, repair, or 
even erase your hard drive, or use 
other utilities from the Install DVD. 

If that’s the case, click the Utilities 
button and follow the instructions to 
boot from the Install DVD. 

For example, to erase the hard 
drive before installing, choose Utilities 
> Disk Utility from the first Installer 
screen after rebooting, and then 
manually erase the drive; you can 
then exit Disk Utility and proceed with 
the installation. (For more on why you 
might want to go this route, see ‘Why 
Erase and Install?’) 

FASTER AND SMARTER 

Apple claims that Snow Leopard 
installs “up to 1.45X faster” than 
Leopard. Installing Snow Leopard on 
my 2009 Mac mini took just under 
29 minutes from the time I provided 
my username and password to the 
post-install restart - noticeably faster 
than installing Leopard on the same 
machine. 

Apple also claims that installing 
Snow Leopard on a Mac running 
Leopard will free “about 6GB” of 
hard-drive space. You’ll see that gain 
only if you installed a full version of 
Leopard, including all printer drivers. 
My testing on a 2009 MacBook Air 
that had only a subset of Leopard’s 
printer drivers gained just under 2GB 
of free space. 

The Snow Leopard installer is 
smart about ferreting out possible 
software conflicts. For example, it 
disables most input managers, kernel 
extensions, and Mail plug-ins that are 
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known to be incompatible with Snow 
Leopard or to cause problems. 

Some of these items, such as 
input managers and contextual-menu 
plug-ins, remain in place but aren’t 
loaded, because Snow Leopard no 
longer supports the mechanisms by 
which they function. 

Others - incompatible kernel 
extensions, for example - are actively 
relocated. If you have any such 
items installed, you’ll see a dialogue 
box, near the end of the installation 
process, telling you these files have 
been moved to an Incompatible 
Software folder. You’ll lose the use of 
these add-ons until the developers 
update them. 

The Snow Leopard installer is also 
smart about interruptions. If your 
Mac loses power as you’re installing, 
or if an installation is otherwise 
interrupted, you can simply start over 
without having to worry that your 
drive or the OS has been left in a 
nonfunctional state; installation will 
pick up where it left off. 

REMOTE DISC 

Snow Leopard is the first upgrade 
to Mac OS X that comes only on a 
disc since the MacBook Air made 
its debut. For many MacBook Air 
owners, that means Snow Leopard 
is their first occasion to use Remote 
Disc (Apple’s technology for using 
the optical drive of one Mac to install 
software on another Mac). 

You can, in fact, use Remote Disc 
to install Snow Leopard on any Mac 
currently running Mac OS X 10.4.10 or 
later. Here’s how: 

First, make sure both Macs are 
on, awake, and connected to your 
local network. On the computer that 
is sharing the Snow Leopard disc (it 
must be running OS X 10.4.10 or later), 
open the Sharing system preference 
and enable ‘DVD or CD Sharing’. (If 
the hosting computer is running OS X 
10.4.10 through 10.5.2, you’ll first need 
to install DVD Sharing.) 

Next, on the computer on which 
you’re installing Snow Leopard, open 
a new Finder window and select 


Remote Disk in the sidebar; the 
computer sharing the disc should 
appear to the right. Double-click the 
computer sharing the disc; you’ll see 
a Connected message, and the Mac 
OS X Install DVD will appear. Double¬ 
click the Install DVD icon and then the 
Install Mac OS X icon. 

From here, the installation should 
proceed as described above, albeit 
more slowly: Installing Snow Leopard 
onto a 2009 MacBook Air from a 2009 
Mac mini over an 802.1 In network- 
with the Nearby And Popular Printers, 
Additional Fonts, XII, Rosetta, and 
QuickTime 7 options enabled - took 
me just over 56 minutes. 

WHY ERASE AND 
INSTALL? 

If the new installer is so good, why 
would you want to erase your drive 
first - a process equivalent to the old 
‘Erase and Install’ option? One reason 
might be that the standard installation 
procedure produced problems. Or 
maybe your Mac has been buggy 
under Leopard. Erasing your drive 
before installing Snow Leopard could 
fix these kinds of problems. 

After installing Snow Leopard this 
way, you’ll be asked if you want to 
transfer applications and data from 
your backup. If you choose to restore 
everything, you’ll end up essentially 
where you would have been if 
you’d used the standard installation 
procedure. (Under Leopard and 
earlier OS X installers, using ‘Erase 
and Install’ and then restoring your 
data using Migration Assistant would 
often fail to transfer over all your data; 
specifically, some settings and add¬ 
ons would be left behind.) 
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INSTALL AWAY 

Snow Leopard appears to be the 
easiest, and smartest, Mac OS 
X installation yet. Just be sure to 
perform a full backup beforehand; as 
long as you have that, you should be 
all set. 

— DAN FRAKES 
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Liquid Digital reader tip: 



MAIL RECOVERY WITH 
TIME MACHINE 


One of the small hidden features (and not very 
well advertised) of Time Machine is the ability to 
look back at your Apple Mail on any given day or 
time as well. 

If you’re in Apple Mail, select the 'Enter Time 
Machine’ option like you would for a normal folder 
recovery and discover the ability to backtrack your 
mail box to any date on your timeline, or view any 
old mails you might have accidentally deleted. 
Athol Hill, via email 


Each month, Liquid Digital gives an aGent V5 
webcam valued at $119.95 to the Australian 
Macworld reader who submits (via email or the 
Australian Macworld website) the best and most 
useful tip. Preference will be given to undocumented 
tips but it is not an exclusive condition. 

The sleek, sophisticated aGent V5 webcam from 
Liquid Digital is compatible with all Macs (OS 10.4+). 
The latest V5 model features full-HD 1920 x 1080 
2-megapixel quality. It has a five-layer German quality 
glass lens, an ultra-light, low-light sensor and an 

enhanced digital in-built mic. In 
the box is the polished-steel- 
cased aGent V5 webcam with 
MacBook and iMac attachment 
clips, USB 2.0 and 1.1 adaptor 
and microfibre travel case. 

Email your tip with the subject 
header 'Help reader tip', including your 
full name, address and phone number, 
to macworldeditor@niche.com.au or 
make a contribution in the Help section 
of www.macworld.com.au/forums. 

All reader tips offered online or via 
mail/email become the sole 
property of Niche Media. 



x Windows Security Alert 


IP 


To help protect your computer, Windows Web Security has 
detected trojans and ready to remove them. 




Detected spyware and adware on your computer: Filename: 

0 Admcss.Trojan tcpservice2.exe 

0 zserv.Transponder.Trojan 
0 Wstart.TrojanDownloader 


r •• « 


Remove all 


Cancel 


Sp/ware is software, which can gather information from user’s computer through 
Internet connection and send them to its creator. Gathered information can be 
passwords, e-mail addresses and all that data, which is important for you. 


above. False alert. When you encounter a website that claims to have detected viruses on your 
Mac, you may see a Windows Security Alert pop-up window. In that case, you know you’re being 
hustled - those alerts don’t apply to the Mac platform. 


NO, YOUR MAC’S 
NOT INFECTED 

r\ When I used Yahoo to 
f search for something 
on the Web, I was sent 
immediately to a website 
that indicated my Mac is 
contaminated with viruses. I 
don’t know what to do! Is my 
Mac indeed infected? 

Via the Internet 

First, relax. Your Mac wasn’t invaded, 
infected, compromised, co-opted, 
or conquered. If you’d clicked 
through a few of those dire pop-up 
warnings, you might have been 
amused to see a phony Windows 
Security Alert appear on a Macintosh. 

What you’ve encountered is 
termed ‘scareware’ - a scam 
that attempts to frighten people 
confronted with these pages into 
downloading a hunk of software that 
will allegedly deal with the problem. 

The chain of events goes like this: 
The scammers hijack a perfectly 
legitimate URL, which then redirects 
you to the scareware page. That 
page is designed in such a way 
that several dialogue boxes pop up, 


warning you that your computer is 
infected. 

Click the Cancel button and 
you’ll just get more warnings and an 
interface that makes it appear your 
computer is being scanned. 

If you fall for the trick and click the 
buttons necessary to download the 
offered antivirus software, you’ll pay 
for a product that is likely a hunk of 
malware (and I hate to think what will 
happen to the credit card information 
you provided). 

This malware is bad for Windows 
PCs, but it has no effect on Macs. 

Regrettably, these pages are 
sometimes difficult to dismiss 
because the constant pop-up 
warnings prevent you from leaving. 
Clicking OK may get rid of the pop- 
ups so that you can close the window 
or tab (and no, doing so won’t 
automatically download the software 
to your Mac), but I faced a similar 
situation with my wife’s Mac (and 
she was just as concerned as you 
are). In that case, I had to force-quit 
Safari (by pressing Command- 
Option-Escape) to get away from the 
scareware page. 

— CHRISTOPHER BREEN 
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iCAL AND SHIFTING 
TIME ZONES 

^ While traveling recently, 

■ I stumbled on an iCal 
feature that took me by 
surprise, and not in a 
good way. Changing the 
computer’s time zone (in 
the Date & Time system 
preference) changes the 
time stamp of every item - 
past and future - in my iCal 
calendar. Is there a way to set 
iCal items so that the current 
time zone setting leaves past 
events unchanged? 

Eric Brown, via email 

Launch iCal, choose Preferences 
from the iCal menu, click the 
Advanced tab, and enable the Turn 
On Time Zone Support option. When 
you do this, a pop-up menu appears 
in the iCal window’s upper right 
corner. As you might expect, this 
pop-up menu displays the time zone 


configured within the Date & Time 
system preference. 

Whenever you change time zones 
within Date & Time, your events will 
shift, just as you’ve observed. To shift 
them to display in a different time zone, 
simply click this pop-up menu and 
choose the time zone you’d like. If an 
appropriate one doesn’t appear, select 
Other and, in the sheet that appears, 
choose the time zone you want and 
click OK. 

If you would like two parts of a 
journey to appear in their respective 
local times, select each event, press 
Command-E to cause the event edit 
window to appear, and choose the time 
zone you desire from the Time Zone 
pop-up menu within the edit window (it 
appears just above the Repeat entry). 
Alternatively, you can choose Floating 
from this pop-up menu and enter any 
time you like for these events. The 
Time Zone setting you’ve selected in 
the Date & Time system preference will 
then have no effect on them. 

— CHRISTOPHER BREEN 


TIP: SEQUENTIALLY NAME 
COPIED FILES 
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There are many ways to duplicate files in the Finder - copy and 
paste (Command-C, Command-V), Control-click and then duplicate 
(Command-D), and Option-drag among them. In OS X 10.5, the name 
of the copied file changes, depending on how you copy it. 

If you copy-and-paste or duplicate a file, the Finder will append the 
word ‘copy’ to the end of the filename. If the file’s name already ends 
in copy, the Finder will append a number to the name, to differentiate 
it from the other copied file. 

But if you copy the file by Option-dragging it, the Finder will name 
the duplicate differently, depending on the original’s name. If the 
original’s name ends with a word, or a word-number combo (such as 
somefile or somefile5), the Finder will append a number to it (some- 
file5 1). But if you Option-drag a file whose name ends with a number 
set apart from the rest of the file’s name (somefile 5), the Finder will 
increase that number by one (somefile 5 will become somefile 6). 

You can take advantage of this feature when you want to duplicate a 
single file or many files and increment their filenames. Just make sure 
they have a stand-alone number at the end of their names and then 
use Option-drag. - DAN FRAKES 


www.macworld.com.au 























Top Sites 


X Q.- 




Utilities) and select the drive you want 
to erase in the pane on the left side 
of the Disk Utility window. Click the 
Erase tab and then click the Security 
Options button below. In the sheet that 
appears, you’ll see four options - Don’t 
Erase Data, Zero Out Data, 7-Pass 
Erase, and 35-Pass Erase. 

The Don’t Erase Data option - as 
its name implies - doesn’t erase any 
data. Rather, it wipes out the directory 
that tells your Mac where your data 
is. Any number of third-party utilities 
could scour your drive and recover 
your data after you’ve employed this 
option. So that’s not secure at all. 

Zero Out Data writes zeros over 
your drive once. It’s not up to US 
government standards because ‘ghost’ 
images of your data can remain in 
some places, but recovering data from 
this drive would be a chore. 

7-Pass Erase meets the US 
Department of Defense 5220-22 M 
standard and writes over your data 
seven times. 

And for the truly paranoid ... er, 
concerned, there’s the 35-Pass Erase 
option, which writes junk over your 
drive 35 times if you want your data 
super-mega-ultra-really gone. 


www.macworld.com.au 


SECURELY WIPE YOUR 
HARD DRIVE 


f\\ saw an ad for software 
i that would erase hard 
disks by writing Os and Is on 
the drive in several passes. 
Does such software actually 
exist? 

Jim Bradley, via email 


MACWORLD Help 
STM query of the month: 

iPHONE SPRING-CLEAN 


C? Clear history 
d? Reset Top Sites 

0 Remove all webpage preview Images 
d? Empty the cache 
d? Clear the Downloads window 
d) Remove all cookies 
O Remove all website icons 
O Remove saved names and passwords 
d? Remove other AutoFill form text 
d? Close all Safari windows 


above. Take images off the wall. Select ‘Remove All 
Webpage Preview Images’ to clear Safari’s preview 
image cache and stop the sites displaying on the Top 
Sites image wall. 


It does, and you’ll be happy to know 
that it’s free and likely already on your 
Mac if you’re running Tiger or Leopard. 

To begin the process of wiping your 
drive, launch Disk Utility (/Applications/ 


I recently had an issue with my iPhone 3G. 
The fix suggested on the AMW Forums (reset) 
then did the trick. 

But the problem of the iPhone becoming 
completely unresponsive has since been 
re-occurring daily on average. A reset fixes it 
every time. 

It does not seem to be battery related, at 
least according to the battery indicator; it 
happens regardless of whether the iPhone is 
fully charged or almost ‘empty’. 

I did try a full restore (and then restore data 
from backup) and it hasn’t really made much 
of a difference. I have also not been able to 
identify any pattern re any particular apps I 
might have used. 

Any suggestions as to what I can do to 
make it a happy little iPhone again? 

Bungs , via Australian Macworld Forums 


AMW administrator TLCAUS replies: Easy peasy... all 
you do is the following: 

1. From the iPhone , go to General > Reset > Erase 
all content and settings. 

2. Plug the iPhone in to the Mac, launch iTunes and go 
to Restore > Back up, BUT when it completes the 
restore, don’t copy the backup files to the iPhone - 
select ‘Set up as a new device’. 

3. Manually set up your email, and then copy back 
your phone contacts from your Mac. Then, if you 
have Wi-Fi, select every app you have stored in 
iTunes, and re-download them direct from the app 
store VIA your iPhone. 

If it works perfectly for a few days, then plug your 
iPhone back into your Mac again, and do another 
backup, so that the two devices match each other. 

I know its a bit long winded, but I promise you, your 
problems should be gone for GOOD. 
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Each month STM (02 8338 0222) gives a 
Remedy shoulder bag worth $99.95 to the 
Australian Macworld reader who sends in 
or posts to the forum the most intriguing 
query. STM’s Remedy bag is a slim, light 
shoulder model that provides heavy-duty 
laptop protection. Send your query to 
amweditor@niche.com.au or post in 
the forums at www.macworld.com.au/ 
forums. All queries and solutions are the 
sole property of Niche Media. 



































TIP: ASSIGN PLACES 
WITHOUT A GPS CAMERA 


iPhoto ’09’s Places feature lets you organise and view photos by 
location. If your camera has built-in GPS, it’s simple to assign a 
location to a photo. But if you don’t have a GPS-enabled camera, 
there’s a workaround that relies on the iPhone 3G or iPhone 3GS. 
When you’re about to start shooting in a new location, first take one 
snapshot with your iPhone; it will automatically tag that photo with its 
GPS coordinates. Then you can snap away with your digital camera. 
Repeat this process whenever you move to a new location. 

When you get back home, import the images from both the iPhone and 
your digital camera into iPhoto ’09. Select the image you took with your 
iPhone, and click on the small Info icon in its lower right corner. There, 
confirm that the location for the photo is correct. Assuming it is, click 
Done and then press Command-C to copy the photo. 

Now select all the pictures you took with your digital camera at that 
same location. Control-click on one of those photos, and choose Paste 
Location from the pop-up menu. The location info from the iPhone 
image will be assigned to all of the selected photos. Repeat this 
process for each location. - DAN FRAKES 



Note that the 7-Pass Erase option 
takes seven times longer to overwrite 
your data than does the Zero Out Data 
option. Likewise, the 35-Pass Erase 
option takes 35 times as long. 

If even these options leave you 
with a slight case of the jimjams, 
allow me to propose the Multi-Pass 
Sledgehammer option. If you need 
your data to be totally unrecoverable 
and are willing to sacrifice a hard drive 
to make that happen, extract the drive 
from your Mac, take it out back, strap 
on the safety goggles, and beat the 
living hell out of it. 

— CHRISTOPHER BREEN 


DISABLE SAFARI 4’S 
IMAGE CACHE 

^ I’ve noticed that Safari 4 
i has an image cache that 
stores a version of every Web 
page I visit. Is there a way to 
turn this feature off? 

Martin Pace , via email 


If you use Safari 4’s Top Sites feature 

- the one that displays sites you 
visit on an image wall (accessed via 
the ‘Show Top Sites’ button on the 
Bookmarks Bar) - you need these 
cached images because they’re 
displayed on this wall. 

If, like me, you never use this 
feature, you’re welcome to dispose of 
the images and use the technique I’m 
about to outline to prevent them from 
accumulating in the future. 

To dispose of the images, choose 
Safari > Reset Safari and, in the 
window that appears, select only the 
Remove All Webpage Preview Images 
option and click the Reset button. 

To prevent Safari from gathering 
more of these images in the future, 
navigate to youruserfolder/Library/ 
Caches/com.apple.Safari and select 
the Webpage Previews folder. Press 
Command-1. In the resulting Info 
window, enable the Locked option. 

With the folder locked, Safari will 
find it impossible to save images to it. 

— CHRISTOPHER BREEN 
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Subscribe in November & receive 

the Mac Basics Superguide FREE 
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MAC BASICS SUPERGUIDE 

Whatever you want to do with your Mac, AMW 
Mac Basics Superguide will give you the confidence 
and tools to make it happen! This comprehensive guide 
will take its readers from the very start - plugging in the 
machine and turning it on - to more intermediate and 
advanced applications. It’s the must-have resource 
for Mac users! 
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2 years $129 (save $38) or 1 year $79 

Subscribe online: 

www.niche.com.au/subscriptions 
and get $5.00 off the subscription price! 

Freecall: 1800 804160 


*Promotion available to residents of Australia only. 






















Subscribe 
now and save! 

its easy as: 

1. ONLINE: www.niche.com.au/subscriptions 

2. FREECALL: 1800 804 160 

3. FREE POST: Fill in the card on the reverse 
side & send it to the address specified 


JOIN OUR ONLINE COMMUNITY 

www.macworld.com.au 



Why is AMW the top choice 
for Australia’s Mac enthusiasts? 

■ Over 20 years experience serving Australia’s Mac community 

■ Unsurpassed expertise in news, practical advice and commentary 

■ Exciting reviews and features on the latest Macintosh products 

■ It’s the first, best and only Mac magazine in the country! 
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Lab Test MACWORLD 


MAKIN’ MOVIES 

There are so many different types of camcorders on the market that 
choosing the right one can be difficult. CHRIS OATEN makes things 
easier with a cross-section of five. 


F ollowing on from this month’s 
Camcorder Buyer’s Guide 
on Page 26, it seemed like a 
good idea for this Lab Test to have a 
taste of different camcorder types to 
see what they offer, as opposed to 
picking one type of camcorder and 
fielding a shoot-out. 

It proved to be illuminating. At the 
cheaper end of the scale, the Flip 
Mino HD shows us that shooting 
high-def can be sheer fun. 

Of course, with a low price 
tag comes some measure of 
compromise and this is something to 
look out for when buying. As always, 
you get what you pay for. 

You can glue an ‘HD’ tag on 
a camcorder as long as it shoots 
720p or higher. This is what you 
get with the Flip, Sanyo’s Xacti and 
Panasonic’s hybrid camera, so out 
of the five shooters on test, only two 
capture true high-definition footage - 
the Sony and the Canon. 

But the biggest lesson with this 
exercise was to be very careful of what 
you’re buying to plug into your Mac. 

Even in this day and age, 
with widespread cross-platform 
compatibility, with Apple using 
essentially the same hardware as 
Windows PCs, and with initiatives 
such as the Digital Living Network 
Alliance promoting device-agnostic 
networking, it’s still possible to buy a 
peripheral that won’t play nicely with 
your Mac. 


The device in question here is Sony’s 
HDR-GT5. Plug it into your Mac 
and the camera simply refuses a 
handshake. 

It’s astonishing to see this, all the 
more so given that I’ve used Sony 
camcorders in the past that work fine 
with my Mac. 

And seeing how even basic 
products such as Flip’s Mino will 
mount as a USB Mass Storage 
device, it’s infuriating to find a 


camcorder as fine as the HDR 
refusing to connect to a Mac. 

The lesson? Double-check when 
you buy a camcorder that it will 
definitely give up its files to a Mac. 

Also, it shouldn’t be held as 
unreasonable to demand of 
whatever retailer it is you’re buying a 
camcorder from that you can return 
the camcorder in the event it doesn’t 
work with your Mac. 

In testing these camcorders, I set 
up some easily repeated test scenes 
under identical lighting conditions. 

The first, for testing auto white 
balance, was a brightly coloured 
gravity-feed toy that was shot under 
indoor lighting and then outdoor in 
bright light and shade; a backlit red 


punching-bag, spring-loaded 
and swung like a pendulum to 
check auto-focus response; a 
backyard pond in deep shade with 
a light waterfall to test auto-focus in 
flat lighting at full zoom; some 
foliage shots for comparing lens 
sharpness; and a set of slow and 
fast pans and tilts to look for ‘tearing’ 
or the ‘jelly’ effect; and finally a 
human subject to test for skin tone 
handling. 


There was one feature that all of 
these cameras were missing, and 
that was a useful focus assist tool. 

Yes, you’ll find image stabilisation 
and intelligent auto-focus in 
these cameras but something that 
JVC (sadly, not available to be 
tested) offers is a way to enlarge a 
small part of the display to check 
that your subject is properly in focus. 

Really sharp focus is essential 
because a 50in full-high-def plasma 
panel is pretty unforgiving of your 
Grand Canyon footage that’s 
focussed even a little softly. 

A companion blog entry to 
this review at www.macworld.com.au 
offers links to test footage so 
you can see the results for yourself. 


Double-check when you buy a 
camcorder that it will definitely 
give up its files to a Mac.” 


Outstanding Very good Good Flawed Vwv Unacceptable 
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Sanyo Xacti 
VPC-CGIO 

I’ve long been a fan of Sanyo’s 
pistol-grip camcorder and this is 
the third model I’ve tried. Like the 
other two I’ve handled, the Xacti is 
a lot of fun to shoot with. 

A 10-megapixel CMOS sensor and a 5x optical zoom 
(plus 12x digital) makes for a versatile unit that, feature- 
wise, gives you quite a bit more than the Flip Mino HD, but 
for not much more money. It records to SD card and has 
40MB of built-in memory. 

Footage has a pleasing crispness, with well-saturated 
colour, but not in a high-contrast scene where the Xacti 
tends to blow highlights in auto exposure. 

Also, like the Flip Mino HD, this Xacti model shoots 720p, 
though the Xacti does a better job of it. I’d be careful about 
extending into the digital zoom range, though, because 
crisp soon turns to mushy, especially in low-contrast scenes 
where the auto-focus struggles. 

My other gripe with this model is that it’s slow to start 
shooting. Click the record button and the screen turns 
black for a full second before screening the scene you’re 
aimed at. 

It’s a relief to see that Sanyo has sorted out the file 
format for this camcorder. Either that, or a newer version of 
QuickTime better supports it. Whatever the cause for the 
problems I’ve experienced before, they are now gone. 

Another thing to consider is this unit’s deft hand at 
shooting stills. Out of the dual-format video cameras 
I’ve tried, the Xacti shines in this regard. Definitely worth 
a look, as are the other cameras in the Xacti range, 
especially the full high-def models. 


Flip Mino HD 

You couldn’t really ask for a 
shooter very much easier to use 
than those that come from the 
Flip factory. 

A power button, a record/ 
play button, a zoom control and 
next/back/pause buttons, all of 
them touch sensitive, is pretty 
much it for controls on the Mino 
HD. An interesting feature is 
the flip-out USB connector, which makes for some handy 
connectivity. You’ll get about two hours from a fully charged 
battery. 

Its built-in 4GB flash memory will hold about an hour of 
AVHCD footage, captured on a 1/4.5in sensor that tends to 
flatten the dynamic range in anything but the best lighting. 

The Mino HD has no built-in light, a disappointment 
seeing how this device is so well suited to capturing 
impromptu moments, especially the sort that might occur 
indoors. It makes up for it, however, with good low-light 
sensitivity, albeit a bit noisy. 

The only other issue I had with the Mino HD was that its 
widest view is not very wide. So you’ll find yourself stepping 
back from close subjects. For that matter, you can’t zoom 
up to a distant subject, either. 

You should also be aware the MinoHD shoots 
720p video. The thing about 720p is that whether it 
looks any good on-screen depends a lot on how you are 
viewing the footage. On a computer, viewed at native 
resolution (1280 x 720 pixels) it’s usually pretty good, 
with pleasing detail rendition. On a full, high-def TV with 
a large screen, it depends on the quality of the TV’s 
upscaling. 

This doesn’t detract from what is a very handy little 
shooter, but it’s something you should put some thought 
into before buying. 



Sanyo, www.sanyo.com.au 
Pros Easy to use 
Cons Slow to start shooting 
RRP $499 


Flip, www.theflip.com,www.edsoft.com.au 
Pros Easy to use 
Cons No light 
RRP $400 
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Sony 

HDR-TG5 



Anyone who’s a sucker for 
beautiful design will love 
this camcorder. Superb 
lines, a quality build that’s 
immediately apparent in 
the hand, a well-designed 
touchscreen control system, a solid 
titanium body and a cradle that charges and provides USB, 
HDMI and AV connectivity. 

It has an excellent Carl Zeiss lens passing an image to 
a 1/5in CMOS Exmor sensor that does an outstanding job 
of handling low light and artificially lit scenes. Some night 
tennis footage looked stunning. 

In well-lit daylight scenes and even difficult lighting 
conditions, this camera handled auto exposure and auto 
white balance as well as you could ask for. 

It has 16GB internal flash memory with a Memory Stick 
slot for expansion. It captures 4-megapixel stills of above- 
average quality for a camcorder. 

Two other features make the HDR-TG5 an appealing 
buy. One is geo-tagging. The other is the ability to switch to 
standard-definition recording using MPEG-2. 

Just one problem: It doesn’t play nicely with a Mac. 
Connect a USB cable from your Mac to the cradle, select 
“USB connect” and ... nothing happens, save for the 
on-screen advisory: “Preparing...” 

I was crestfallen that I couldn’t get footage into my Mac. 

If you look at P25 of the manual, you’ll find a web address to 
learn how to get stills off a Memory Stick, but video clips? No. 

Plugging the HDR-TG5 into my TV over HDMI revealed 
just how gorgeous the footage from this unit is. It pained me 
to rate this device so low, but if it doesn’t work with a Mac, 
it has to be punished. Sorry, Sony. How about adding USB 
Mass Storage? 


Lumix 
DMC-FZ35 

This camera is part of a growing 
trend - a stills camera with high- 
def video capability. Marry this 
versatility with an 18x optical zoom 
that reaches out to the equivalent of almost 500mm in old- 
school 35mm terms and you have a shooter with plenty of 
appeal. 

In stills mode, the FZ35 shows all the qualities that 
have made it a popular choice with hobbyists, with plenty 
of flexibility if they want to step out of auto mode and 
take some creative control. The same goes for shooting 
video. 

The FZ35 features a 12.1-megapixel sensor that delivers 
AVHCD Lite footage. This is a low-bitrate 720p video format 
that holds up surprisingly well to scrutiny. 

Test footage revealed that in average situations in good 
lighting, the FZ35 delivers pleasing video quality. In fully 
auto mode, it balances indoor lighting well and under 
natural light copes with challenging exposures. Here’s a 
camera that will treat the amateur user well. 

My biggest gripe is that when shooting video, and 
especially in flat lighting, the lens hunts for its subject at and 
past the 14x zoom length. Not something you pick up on 
when previewing footage on the camera’s rear display but 
on a large TV screen it’s quite disconcerting. 

That said, Panasonic has done a great job with this 
unit in delivering a stills/HD video shooter at a sub-$1000 
price, along with features such as face detection and 
HDMI out. There’s room for improvement but any user 
looking for a camera in the hybrid class of shooter would 
do well to take a look at the FZ35. 



Sony, www.sony.com.au 
Pros Superb design 
Cons Not Mac compatible 
RRP $1499 


Panasonic, panasonic.com.au 
Pros 18x zoom 
Cons AF hunts, granular video 
RRP $769 _ 

MW 
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MACWORLD Lab Test 


Canon 

Canon’s entry into this group test delivered all the goods, 
offering a conventional camcorder that is compact, 
lightweight and fully featured. 

The HF20 has 32GB internal flash memory with SD/SDHC 
card expansion. It has a flash and video light and the video 
light is easy to turn on when shooting - you need only push 
the jogwheel. You’d be surprised how other camcorders 
make this task more of a chore than it should be. 

Picture quality was excellent under all the lighting 
conditions in which it was tested (though the Sony’s 
Exmor sensor trumped it shooting a floodlit sporting 
event) and it bested all other comers for its colour under 
auto settings. Rich, detailed and vibrant. The excellent 
colour handling extended to the flip-out display, which 
showed a vibrant image. 

Along with the Sony, the Canon had an excellent 
variable zoom rate. With a gentle nudge of the zoom rocker, 
you get a slow and well-tempered zoom into your subject. 
Press harder and you rocket in. 

On top of all this, the lens is a beauty. With the cheaper 
units in this group, you can tell where the corners are cut: 
with the lens. It’s not Canon’s way to scrounge on lens 
quality - the company’s reputation is largely built on it - 
and so we have a shooter here that delivers crisp, sharp 
images that will show their quality on a large, high-def TV. 

Handling and controls were easy to master. So all 
around, a very good unit. 

Just two issues of note. One is the mini HDMI out. This 
requires the purchase of a cable to connect to your HD TV 
over HDMI. The other issue was the ordinary battery life. 

You would want to be carrying a spare if you have a long 
day’s shooting ahead of you. 




Canon, www.canon.com.au 
Pros 15x zoom 
Cons mini HDMI out 
RRP $1499 


Australian Macworld’s buying advice. Every one of these 
cameras is practically in a class of its own, offering different handling 
characteristics and suiting a different kind of buyer. 

It’s great that you can have high-def footage at around the $400 
mark with the Flip but you’d want to be very sure your expectations 
will remain the same or you’ll quickly outgrow it. Certainly, the Xacti, 
a more versatile unit for not much extra money, would be worth a 
closer look. 

The Lumix is a great device for any hobby shooter whose first 
love is stills, but keep an eye on this class of camera - I expect 
leaps and bounds will be made in quality over the next year or two 
and anyone buying the FZ35 now might regret doing so when its 
successors make it onto the scene. 

The Sony? Enough has been said. That leaves us with the Canon, 
clearly the most competent all-rounder in the group. And my pick for 
best in show, 


JUGGLING BITRATES 

When it comes to describing data rates such as 
transfer speeds over USB, FireWire or broadband 
internet, the larger the number the better. 

This goes for camcorders, too, when it comes to 
the recording bitrate, which measures the amount of 
data captured per second. The larger the number, 
the more data is being recorded. And more data 
means, all other things being equal (lens, sensor, 
etc), more detail in your footage. 

AVCHD Lite tops out at 17Mbps (Megabits per 
second), compared to AVCHD’s 24Mbps and HDV’s 
25Mbps. 

However, the lower the bitrate you use, the more 
footage you will be able to fit in to the same memory 
space. Most camcorders have variable bitrate 
settings, which are described in terms of the quality 
of the resulting video. 

All of the cameras in this group, barring the 
Flip Mino HD, have these variable quality settings, 
enabling their users to tailor the quality of recorded 
footage to suit their needs and their available memory 
capacity. 

With this in mind, if you are likely to be using a 
camera for a wide range of purposes and are likely to 
be changing the quality setting to maximise recording 
time, you might like to check not only how video looks 
at the best-quality setting but at the lowest as well. 
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MACWORLD Reviews 


A Logical upgrade 

Enhanced Apple software for pro musicians 


L ogic Pro, which is part of the 
Logic Studio suite along with 
MainStage 2, Soundtrack Pro 3, 
WaveBurner 1.6 and Compressor 3.5, 
is rightly considered one of the elite 
Digital Audio Workstations (DAWs) in 
the marketplace. 

After so many years of evolution 
in music software, it can be difficult 
to make a big splash in a features 
sense. That said, Apple has provided 
a noteworthy upgrade to its audio 
flagship, with a raft of new features. 

Regular Logic users won’t get too 
many shocks, however, with the well- 
known interface remaining. 

There are some good 
enhancements that improve the 
pace at which you can get new ideas 
recorded. A small but significant 
enhancement is the ability to write 
notes for each track and for the project 
as a whole - it’s something that’s been 
standard in Pro Tools for years. 

There have also been some menu 
changes and some cosmetic changes 
that improve things visually, which is 
important for longer sessions. 

And one of the surprises was the 
overall increased speed. Files open 
quicker and my MacBook Pro was 
able to handle a lot more audio tracks 
and effects than I ever expected. 

On the downside, I find Logic’s 
workspace to be highly cluttered. 

This is unavoidable to some extent 
due to its complexity, but I still find 




Logic Pro is a 
mightily solid 
upgrade.” 

I’m swimming in buttons and menus, 
particularly in the Arrange window. 

A lot of the buzz around version 
9’s release is its guitar support. Two 
plug-ins now come standard: Amp 
Designer and Pedalboard. 

Amp Designer provides 25 
speaker cabinets and amp heads, 10 
reverbs, three microphones and five 
EQs that can be configured in any 
combination to get the sound you 
want for your guitar. 

Regarding audio manipulation, 
Logic has lagged behind competitors 
such as Pro Tools, but this version 
levels the playing field to a large extent. 

Apple has called its suite of seven 
new audio tweaks Flex Time. 

Flex Tool allows you to move audio 
waveforms around with your mouse, 
while Flex Modes provide different 
options depending on the type of 
audio track being edited. 

Speed Fades provides turntable 
stop and start effects, Audio Quantize 
gives you MIDI-like correction on your 
audio tracks, and Varispeed lets you 
slow sections without changing pitch. 


Logic Pro 9 

Apple Australia, 
www.apple.com.au/logicstudio 

Pros Improved speed, amp 
modelling, 38GB extra content 

Cons Non-Intel Macs not 
supported, cluttered interface 

RRP $749 

*m 


Finally, Logic has implemented 
the GarageBand trick of allowing 
imported audio to conform to a 
project’s tempo. 

Australian Macworld’s buying 
advice. Logic Pro is a mightily solid 
upgrade with improvements all round. 

Guitarists looking to buy their first 
DAW should include Logic Pro on 
any shortlist. Any musician looking to 
jump from another platform may find 
enough in here to make the transition. 

Version 8 owners have a harder 
question: Is there enough in this 
version to upgrade? I think, for most, 
the answer is Yes. ^ 

— DAVID HOLLOWAY 
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Don’t miss a beat 

Super-easy multi-disk backup 


I f you really can’t afford to lose 
your precious data, you can afford 
a multi-disk backup drive like 
the Drobo. 

Hard drives fail - it’s a question 
of when, not if. Of course external 
backup drives fail as well, but you 
can add an extra layer of protection 
by using a multi-drive storage device. 
Under certain configurations, you 
can swap a failed hard drive without 
losing any data. 

The Drobo’s key strength is ease 
of use and it comes with one of the 
most user-friendly setup guides 
you’ll ever come across. It walks you 
through inserting the hard drives, 
installing the Drobo Dashboard 
software and formatting the drives. 

You can use between two and 
four 3.5in SATA1 or SATA2 drives, 
of varying brands and capacities, 
which appear to your computer as 
one large drive. 

The Drobo can be accessed via 
USB2.0 or FireWire 400/800, or else 
via your local network using the 
optional DroboShare Gigabit Ethernet 
adaptor (pictured bottom right). You 
can also hang it off the USB port of a 
router like the Airport Extreme. 

The dashboard continues the 
Drobo’s user-friendly theme but lacks 
advanced features, such as the ability 
to assign different access rights. 

Using the DroboApps feature 
you can add extra functionality such 
as iTunes media server, BitTorrent 
client, FTP server and Time Machine 
compatibility. Thankfully you can 
partition the Drobo to stop Time 
Machine chewing up the entire drive. 

One advantage of the Drobo 
over traditional multi-drive RAID 
devices is that less storage space is 
sacrificed in the name of redundancy. 
The capacity of a typical four-disk 
RAID5 configuration is three times the 
capacity of the smallest drive, where 


as the capacity of a four-disk Drobo 
is the combined capacity of the three 
smallest drives. 

If you’re just looking to archive 
data there are more cost effective 
options - the Drobo is more about 
eliminating downtime. For example 
we pulled out a drive while it was 
streaming video and then stuck it 
back in again. The Drobo didn’t miss 
a beat, whereas most other devices 
would need time to rebuild the RAID. 

Don’t expect too much when it 
comes to network transfer speeds. 
Connected to a Gigabit switch, we 



Drobo 

Kayell Australia, 

www.kayellaustralia.com.au 

www.drobo.com 

Pros Capacity, flexibility 

Cons Slow network speeds, 
limited network features 

RRP $725 without hard drives or 
2TB ($1155), 3TB ($1255), 

4TB ($1585), 6TB ($1775). 
Optional DroboShare $375. 

<m 


got significantly faster read and write 
speeds from a Time Capsule. 

The Drobo obviously performs 
best when directly attached to your 
computer, and the manufacturer touts 
it as your primary storage device 
rather than merely a backup drive. 

It is noisy, though. 

Australian Macworld’s buying 
advice. Your opinion of the Drobo 
really depends on what you want 
to do with it. It’s a great option for 
protecting one computer via USB 
or FireWire, though your data would 
really need to be hefty and mission- 
critical to justify the expense. It’s 
perhaps more useful as a network 
drive for protecting multiple 
computers. But if you’re after Network 
Attached Storage it’s worth evaluating 
competitors such as Netgear’s 
ReadyNAS range, which offers more 
advanced network features, ^ 
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aGent V 5 HD 
Webcam 



Liquid Digital, 

www.agent.liquiddigital.com.au 

Pros Well made; bright 
and sharp video; 
excellent low-light 
performance 


Cons Software could be better 


RRP $119.95 




aGent provocateur 

A pple no longer makes its external iSight 

camera, instead building a tiny version into 
the top bezels of all its MacBooks, iMacs and 
Cinema Displays. 

The modern versions are tiny and good quality, and 
are fine for casual iChatting and the like. 

But what do you do when you want a higher- 
resolution webcam? Have a look at Liquid Digital 
Solutions’ aGent V5 HD webcam, for a start. 

Australian Macworld has been giving one of these 
V5s away for the Reader Tip of the Month since August 
(see Page 62), and the feedback has been so positive 
we thought we’d try one out ourselves. 

For a start, the build quality of the V5 is top-rate. The 
steel casing houses a five-layer glass lens with ring- 
adjustable manual focus. We got the focus down to a 
super-sharp 2cm, which is no mean feat. 

While the focus is manual, the exposure isn’t, and 
the light treatment of the V5 is excellent. It treats very 
low light as well as it does blazing sunshine. 

The images delivered by the V5 are also far 
sharper than those generated by the built-in iSight. 

The camera’s resolution is 2 megapixels, which it can 
interpolate to 5MP for video (it promises Full HD video 
capture at 1920 x 1080 pixels) and 8MP for still images. 

Webcam Monitor software allows you to tweak 
settings and capture video, but this proved unstable in 
our tests. And the interface leaves much to be desired. 

Australian Macworld’s buying advice. A very good 
quality webcam that’s suited to a variety of uses. But 
it’s let down by the supplied software. (% 

— DAVE BULLARD 


Send in the frowns 

Capable but frustrating invoice software 


H aving lately decided to 

travel the freelance route, it 
was a thrill to see a review 
copy of MacFreelance. But what a 
disappointment it was to discover this 
software was such a dog. 

Let’s first look at the positives. It’s 
a good calculator. It can do pretty 
much all the things you need it to 
do to manage your billable hours, 
track your debtors, create quotes; 
all that kind of stuff. If you were an 
accountant, it would look like a pretty 
neat package. 

I was especially interested in its 
ability to set up multiple companies 
and invoice from each of them. 

But most freelancers - and let’s 
remember this software is targeted at 
'Creative Professionals’, according to 
its packaging - are not accountants. 
They will likely want to customise their 
printed or emailed invoices to reflect 
their cool factor. 

Here’s where the trouble begins. In 
setting up my company pro forma, I 
found that when I pasted my ABN into 
the required field, it didn’t show. So 
I pasted it again, and again. Still not 
there. So I typed the number in. 

When I printed a sample invoice, 
however, the ABN was there - four 
times! 

This kind of craziness does not 
foster any trust that important data 
entries aren’t going to get mangled. 

How about inserting a letterhead 
graphic? Can do, but getting the 
scaling right is like herding cats. 

Getting past this, the interface was 
less than endearing, especially the 
main window in which you create new 
projects and clients, and from which 
you generate invoices. All of the tools 
are there, but very muddled. 

Also a worry is that new projects 
are allowed to be named as ‘new’ and 
left at that. Such a data value could 
lead to confusion. 


MacFreelance 

Invoice and billing software made for Creative Professionals 



Mac lunlwrul 


MacFreelance 

Pica Australia, www.pica.com.au 
Pros Capable calculator 
Cons A horror to use 
RRP $69.95 



Software of this type should be 
simple to use. What I got from it was 
exactly the opposite. That said, after 
putting on my manager’s hat and 
sticking to the task, the software 
eventually achieved the task at hand. 

Australian Macworld’s buying 
advice. If you don’t care about 
interface inconsistencies, can 
handle a frustrating exercise when 
customising your invoices, and 
can learn to tolerate some weird 
behaviour, MacFreelance is just the 
ticket. But intuitive it ain’t. Indeed, as 
interface design goes, it’s leaning 
towards hostile. ^ 

— CHRIS OATEN 
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Best of two worlds 

Wacom brings multi-touch to the tablet 


www.macworld.com.au 
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M akers of graphics tablets 
have been struggling for 
years to get rid of the word 
‘graphics’ and gain wider acceptance 
outside the design industry. 

Wacom has just made a great 
stride in that direction by introducing 
a range of tablets that have turned the 
digital pad into a multi-touch pad. 

It’s an inspired move, and one that 
makes sense on many levels. 

One of the traditional tablet’s 
drawbacks is that while working with 
a pen is fine for illustration, digital 
painting, photograph retouching and 
the like, using it for other functions can 
be a pain. I’m talking about tasks such 
as scrolling and web browsing. 

Make no mistake, once you get 
proficient with a pen and tablet these 
tasks become second nature. But it’s 
enough to keep many users away. 

So the thing about these second- 
generation Bamboo tablets is they not 
only give you the accuracy of a pen, 
they also give you a big trackpad that 
behaves just like the ones you’ll find 
on newer Mac laptops. 

There are two tablets that combine 
pen and touch: the $289 medium¬ 
sized Bamboo Fun, and the $159 
Bamboo Pen & Touch, which we 


reviewed. There’s also the $99 
Bamboo Pen, which is pen-only, and 
the $99 Bamboo Touch trackpad. 

The Bamboo P&T is a small tablet 
which measures 24.8 x 17.6cm, and 
which is only 8.5mm thick so you 
hardly notice it under your hand. 

The really great thing about using 
the Bamboo Pen & Touch is that it 
uses touch as the primary input if 
your finger is touching the surface, 
and it turns touch off and switches to 
pen if the pen tip is near the tablet. 

This worked wonderfully in our 
testing. Where you would normally 


have to lift the pen and return it to a 
‘hover’ position above the portion of 
the pad corresponding to the task 
you want to do, with the Bamboo P&T 
I found myself just dropping the pen, 
doing my task with my fingers, then 
picking up the pen when needed. 

Tapping on the digital pad with 
a finger will select an icon, open a 
menu or start an application. Using 
two fingers you can rotate, flip, scroll 
and zoom. 

On the computer side of the tablet 
are four customisable ExpressKeys. 

I say ‘on the computer side’ as the 
tablet can be set up for either right- 
handed or left-handed use. Nice. 

The Bamboo P&T is bundled with 
Ink Squared Deluxe and Photoshop 
Elements 6 software, and an 
interactive tutorial. 

Australian Macworld’s buying 
advice. A really top product that 
combines the best of both a tablet 
and a multi-touch pad. In this world 
of MacBooks and iPhones we’ve 
grown so used to using your fingers 
for navigation and execution that using 
the Bamboo Pen and Touch really 
does feel like second nature. ^ 

— DAVE BULLARD 


Using the Bamboo Pen 
and Touch really does 
feel like second 
nature.” 


Bamboo 
Pen & Touch 

Wacom, www.wacom.com.au 

Pros Multi-touch pad, slim 

Cons None, though could be a 
little small for some users 

RRP $159 
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Bridge the gap 

Take control of your iPhone 



Missing Sync 
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eCamm PhoneView 


W hile most of us can get by 
with the combination of 
iTunes and MobileMe for 
managing our iPhones, there are times 
when we need more. eCamm and 
Mark/Space seek to bridge the gap 
with PhoneView and Missing Space. 

PhoneView makes it easy to look 
at the entire contents of your iPhone 
- not just the bits that sync via iTunes 
or MobileMe. 

If the iPhone is passcode locked 
- and it really should be - you’ll need 
to unlock it before PhoneView will 
connect. Connection to PhoneView 
requires connection by USB - no 
Bluetooth or Wi-Fi allowed. 

The left-hand pane of the screen 
displays a list of data and media 
categories. With Phone View, you can 
copy files to the iPhone and use it like 
a USB drive. You can also view the 
contacts on your iPhone - and even 
drag them from the iPhone onto your 
Mac - and see your call log, SMS 
messages and web browser history. 

Though all of those things seemed 
OK, we did find them a little unreliable. 
For example, we could see the list of 
our SMS correspondents but reading 
the actual messages only worked 
some of the time. 

When it comes to media, 
PhoneView really proved its worth. 

As well as being able to browse the 
content of our iPhone we were able 
to copy media from it to our Mac. 


This worked with movies and music 
purchased from the iTunes Store as 
well as content we’d ripped ourselves. 
In other words, PhoneView can be 
used as a way to share content 
between iPod touches and iPhones 
that don’t use the same iTunes library. 

Mark/Space has a long pedigree 
in developing sync solutions for the 
Mac. It augments the software that 
Apple provides. 

Mark/Space has developed three 
companion apps that complement 
Missing Sync for iPhone: Fliq Notes, 
Fliq Docs and Fliq Tasks. Each 
application provides an attractive 
interface on your iPhone for 
managing synced data. 

You go through a very simple 
process to establish a relationship 
between your iPhone and Mac. We 
then created a folder on our OS X 
desktop that synced wirelessly with 
the iPhone as long as the Mac and 
iPhone were on the same network. 

Fliq Docs synched with multiple 
folders on our Mac and could deal 
with folders within other folders. 

Providing that the formats are 
iPhone friendly, files could be read 
directly from Fliq Docs. The process 
for tasks and notes is similar. 

The biggest jewel in Missing 
Sync’s crown was its iPhone Ringtone 
Editor. Using the Create Ringtone 
button on the toolbar we were able to 
select a song from our iTunes library, 


Missing Sync 
for iPhone 2.0.3 

Mark/Space, www.markspace.com 
Pros Ringtone editor, easy to use 
Cons None 

RRP US$40 (about$45)_ 

MW 


eCamm 

PhoneView 

2.2.4 

eCamm Software, www.ecamm.com 

Pros Access to iPhone content, 
easy to use 

Cons Some reliability issues 
RRP US$20 (about $25) 


find the section within the track we 
wanted and send it to iTunes in about 
two minutes. Very simple. 

Australian Macworld’s buying 
advice. Both Missing Sync for iPhone 
and PhoneView enhance your iPhone 
experience. PhoneView’s ability to 
take content from your iPhone to your 
Mac works well but Missing Sync’s 
companion apps and ringtone creator 
are features we’ll use regularly. ^ 

— ANTHONY CARUANA 
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PH: 08 9389 9008 

Email: support@shedworx.com 

Web: www.shedworx.com 
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CIRCUS 

PONIES 


PH: 1 800 817 1471 
Email: info@circusponies.com 
Web: www.circusponies.com 

Page: 13 


FileMaker 

PH: 1800 028 316 (Australia) 

0800 444 929 (New Zealand) 

Web: www.filemaker.com.au 

Page: 33 


© 

syntec 

PH: 1800 648 628 (AU) 64 9 263 9885 (NZ) 
Email: sales@syntec.com.au 
Web: www.syntec.com.au 

Page: 23 


CoNeXliS 

PH: 02 9975 0900 
Email: info@conexus.com.au 
Web: www.conexus.com.au 

Page: 53 


Maccentrfc 


PH: 02 8440 6888 
Email: sales@maccentric.com.au 
Web: www.maccentric.com.au 
Pages: 57, 59, 61,63, & 65 
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TREND 

MICRO 

PH: 1300 305 289 (Australia) 
0800 507 901 (New Zealand) 
Web: www.trendmicro.com.au 

Page: 15 


Designwyse 

Professional Computer Solutions 



MacSense 

australia 



TRY BYTE 


PH: 1800 334 684 
Email: sales@designwyse.com.au 
Web: www.designwyse.com.au 
Pages: 2 & 3 
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02 8383 1600 (Sydney) 
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> Apple Computers 


Authorised Reseller 
Ef Competitive prices 
|7[ Buy Australia-wide online 
[7f Convenient store hours 


( Apple Service 


Ef 

Ef 

Ef 


Apple authorised service 
Average 3.2 day turn-around 
Available on-site in Melbourne 


iPod & iPhone repairs 


ET Free assessment for iPods 
Ef $66 assessment fee for iPhones 
Ef 6 month warranty on parts 
[JTf iPod repairer since 2005 


Matte screens 



MacBookand 
MacBook Pro 
matte screen 
replacements 


Ef 

Ef 

Ef 


Removes the glare permanently 
MacBook retains Apple warranty 
From $399 for exchange display 



315-319 High Street, Kew, Vic. 3101 
Phone (03) 9855 2323 
www.synergeticaustralia.com 


www.wysiwyg.com.au 



WYSIWYG 

IGITAL COLOUR PRINTIN 

POSTCARDS 

A6. DL & A5 [CMYK - Stock 300 GSM 

" Gloss/Mattj 

Great Value! 



A6 

1 SIDE 2 SIDES 

DL 

1 SIDE 2 SIDES 

A5 ^ 

1 SIDE 2 SIDES 
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5160 
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290 
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1000 

260 

350 

290 

390 

360 

500 

2000 

360 

500 

420 

590 

520 

780 

5000 

V 

620 

950 

760 

1180 

1040 ; 

1660 


Turnaround 3-5 days plus 10% GST & Freight 

Call us for more prices & info @ 

02 9922 7288 
or go to wysiwyg.com.au 

*** send your file to us by email or our website * 
WYSIWYG DIGITAL COLOUR PRINTING 


Unit 26, 6 Herbert Street St Leonards NSW 2065 
■ Tel 02 9922 7288 ■ Fax 02 9922 2788 
Email sales@wysiwyg.com.au 
www.wysiwyg.com.au 


Quality Ex Demo 
Superseded Macs 
All with Warranty 

macs as new 

www.macsasnew.com.au 

always updated with current stock jj 

330D Miller Street 
CAMMERAY 
NSW 2062 

ph: (02) 9922 2327 


Apple Secondhand Reseller 


Looking for help? 



www.macworld.com.au/forums ^ 





apple help? 

| apple computer & ipod service centre 

The Mac Doctors 

m Authorised Service Provider 


459 Flinders St Townsville City Ph: (07) 4724 5889 
449 Ipswich Rd Annerley Brisbane Ph: (07) 3848 9438 


Great Mac 


& Sales 


Established in 1990, Microseconds is a Sydney based specialist 
in new and used Macintosh computer sales, service, repairs and a 
wide range of spare parts. We also purchase 2nd Hand Macs. For 
a full description of our current professional, friendly service, 
call or (better yet) consult our comprehensive website at: 

www.microseconds.com.au 


A 


Macintosh Computers & Peripherals 
Suite 214, 22-36 Mountanin Street 
Broadway NSW 2007 
Telephone: (02) 9281 6393 
Facsimile: (02) 9281 4130 
sales@microseconds.com.au 
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Data Detect 

MAC Hard Drive Data Recovery Specialists 


0 Australia’s Premier Data Recovery Company 
0 Hard disk recovery (internal HDD and USB) 

0 Free diagnostic evaluation and quotation 
0 Your data back or NO CHARGE - GUARANTEED 
0 Nation wide free return postage 
0 Quickest turn around time 
0 Class 100 certified CLEAN environment 
0 Emergency services 
0 RAID recovery experts 


Tel: (02) 9929 4822 - 24/7 hour Emergency service: (02) 9460 3864 

Email: info@datadetect.com.au - www.datadetect.com.au 




MaclAid 

SERVICE SOLUTIONS SUPPORT 

On-Site Mac Service 
We come to you, anywhere in 
Melbourne Metro area 

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 
o Apple Mac Troubleshooting 
• Installation & Maintenance 
* Networking, Internet & Email 
e Upgrades & Independant Advice 

Phone: 1800 762 040 

Email: support@macaid.com.au 
Visit: www.macaid.com.au 


Call the Service Heroes 

• Showroom - new & used 

• Onsite Repairs 

• Warranty Repairs 

• Data Recovery 

• Sales 

• Support 

• Upgrades 

Adelaide, We've Got You Covered ▼ I 

08 8260 1311 N 


macsolutions.com.au 



II 


macmarket 


A simple and cost effective way 
to showcase your business. 
Why not advertise today? 

Call Liana on (03) 9948 4974 to book. 


/\C5 



I can see 
clearly now 
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MacbookClip 



iMac Clip 


\ 

Tripod (optional) 


Professional lens 
adaptor (optional) 


the pixels have gone. 
Designed for mac users 
you can now capture Full 
HD Video at true 2 
megapixel resolution. 

Buy 1 V5 webcam get the 
second 1/2 price with FREE 
shipping worldwide!* Send 
one to a friend for xmas. 

Get the clearest, sharpest 
video with our vivid 
supersensor 5 layer german 
glass lens wrapped in a 
stunning polished steel 
encasing. 

only $119.95 

Buy direct today or find a 
reseller at: 


www.liquiddigital.com.au 

* Buy 1 V5 webcam get the second half price offer is valid until 
30/11 /09 only online at www.liquiddigital.com.au & only while 
stocks last 


tf Kensington’ 



Quailty peripherals for your notebook, desktop and iPod. Proudly distributed by Try and Byte. 
To view the full range of products, please visit our website. 


TRY&BYTE www.tryandbyte.com.au 






































MACWORLD Opinion 



T he iTunes Store, by any 

measure, is an outstanding 
success. At Apple’s most 
recent media event, Steve Jobs 
(yep, he’s back) told media that 
over eight billion songs had been 
purchased from the store; that 
number is so big that I’ll bet Apple 
doesn’t even bother to tell us when 
it ticks over to nine billion. 

But they’re happy to tell anyone 
who cares to listen that the iTunes 
Store is now the biggest retailer 
of music on the planet. Bigger 
than anyone else you can think of, 
including Wal-Mart, Target, and 
even the mighty Amazon.com.. 

Still, as you’ve probably noticed 
leading in one category isn’t enough 
for Apple. That’s right, internally at 
least, I’m sure Apple has a vision 
that all of your media, including TV 
shows, movies and even books 
should be purchased from the one 
store. So, what’s the next logical 
step for the media juggernaut that 
is still, somewhat ironically called 
the iTunes Store? If you listen to 


When Jobs disses a product it 
means that Apple is actively 
developing one.” 


the man on the street the answer is 
eBooks. It makes sense to me on 
many different levels. 

Firstly, Apple can see the 
success the eBook category is 
having in the App Store. 

Secondly, while book publishers 
are scared of being rolled like the 
music industry, any executive with 
more than a pea for a brain can see 
the writing on the wall for the printed 
book; the cost and efficiency of 
digital delivery is just too enticing. 

Thirdly, as is stands Amazon 
completely dominates the eBook 
market with their Kindle (which is 
now available here). Getting Apple 
involved is the only way publishers 
will have any chance of maintaining 
their existing control. 

In a recent interview with The 


sure there will always be dedicated 
devices and they may have a few 
advantages in doing just one thing, 
but I think the general-purpose 
devices will win the day. I think 
people just probably aren’t willing to 
pay for a dedicated device.” 

Do I need to remind you that 
when Jobs disses a product 
it means that Apple is actively 
developing one? 

So if you had to imagine a 
‘general-purpose’ device that was 
also suitable for reading what would 
it look like? In my mind it would have 
a largish screen, say 10 inches, be 
compact, light and comfortable to 
hold, have an easy touchscreen 
interface, and be internet enabled. 

I’m not sure about you, but when 
I look at the back of that device, 


New York Times , Jobs said: “I’m there’s only one fruit logo I see. 


VoltaicHD 2.0 for Mac has arrived 



AVCHD 


preview, convert, share, enjoy! 


www.shedworx.com 
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Broadcast Yourself” 


iPhone 

VoltaicHD is a simple yet effective high definition video previewer, editor and converter for AVCHD cameras. With VoltaicHD you can quickly 
load up AVCHD movies (no conversion required!), preview and trim , then convert for iMovie or Final cut, send them to your iPhone, iPod 
or Apple TV and even directly upload to YouTube in HD. VoltaicHD is the fastest, easiest way to work with AVCHD high definition movies. 








Organise Your Mac 


With the latest products from Try and Byte 





Bluelounge CableBox Mini 
$39.95 RRP 

Keep accessory cables tidy and 
dust free 

Larger CableBox is also available for 
$59 RRP 



Twelve South BookArc 
$89.95 rrp 

Turn your laptop into a desktop 



Bluelounge CableDrop 
$19.95 RRP 

Multi-purpose cable clips 



Coming Soon! 

Bluelounge Refresh 
$149.95 RRP 

Charging station for 3 or more 
devices with: 2x iPod / iPhone, 
lx mini-USB, lx micro-USB plugs 
and 2x USB ports 


Try and Byte products are 
available from all good Apple 
resellers and Apple retail/online 
stores. 

For assistance in locating our 
products visit our website or 
give us a call. 


Products Distributed by 


TRY&BYTE 


t&Of . Prices and specifications subject to (lunge without notice. Prices do not include defcrecy. Images lof illustration purposes only. 

Unit 17,6-8 Herbert St, St Leonards NSW 2065 
Tel (02) 9906 5227 • Fax (02) 9906 5605 

www.tryandbyte.com.au 
info@tryandbyte.com.au 




































PEN & TOUCH 


wacom 


www.wacom.com.au 













